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[Text] 


RATU MARA BACKS CHIEFS 


Suva FIJI SUN in English 18 Jua 87 p ! 


FIJI 


RATU SIR KAMISESE MARA said yesterday he supported 


proposed changes to the Constitution to strengthen Fijian 
leadership and safeguard Fijian interests. 

Opening the Lan Previncial Council meeting in Sava. Kata Sir KRamivese 
satd he did not think the existing Constitution adequately protected Fijian 
interests. The rercting, which was closed to the press cxacept Radio Fiji, 
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INDONESIA 


DEVELOPMENTS IN BUYUNG NASUTION CASE REPORTED 
Hasution To Sue Justice Minister 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 21 May 87 p 1 


(Excerpt) Jakarta, KOMPAS--Attorney Adnan Buyung Nasution, whose license to 
practice bas been suspended for a year, declared that his intention to uphold 
the aspirations of a constitutional state has pot changed and that he will 
take every legal route available to nia to defend higaself. Ina written 
State..unt sent from Utrecht, Holland, on Wednesday [20 May), Buyung sta ed he 
will therefore sue or bring charges against the government, specifically the 
@inister of justice [MENKEH). He considers his penalty to be contradictory to 
principles of liberty in the legal profession and to the rundasentals of a 
constitutional state. 


He also considers the action of the MENKEH to be a blow at hia personally, in 
that it takes away his work as an attorney, which is his rightful livelihood 
as guaranteed by Article 27, Section 2, of the 1995 UUD [Constitution]. 


Adnan Buyung Nasution said that although he had not received the ruling sade 
with regard to hia he was compelled to issue a rvsponse, since his case has 
been publicized widely at home and internationally. 


He noted that on 8 April he had written to the MENKEH, asking that the MENKEH 
not take the action against his because such action would be in violation of a 
number of legal principles that apply in all sodern states. 


Buyung also said his letter was accompanied by sincere advice from various 
international bodies and organizations, such as the Internaticne! Committee of 
Jurists in Geneva, the International Bar Association in London, the 
Netherlands Society of Attorneys in The Hague, the Regional Council of Human 
Rights in Manila, and even a group representing 102 U.S. congressmen and 20 
U.S. senators, plus several attorney organizations in other countries. 














Legal Aid Institute's Fosition 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 23 May 87 pp 1, & 


(Text) Jakarta, KOMPAS--The Indonesian LBH [Legel Aid Institute] is willing 
to be legal counsel for attorney Adnan Biyung Nasution, SH [Master of Laws], 
in bringing charges related to his suspension from practicing law against the 
MENKEH as representative of the governagent. 


T. Mulya Lubis, SH, LLM, chairman of the Executive Council of the Indonesian 
LBH, made that statement to reporters on Friday (22 May) with regard to 
Buyung’s plan to bring charges against the sinister and the sinister's 


willingness tr be charged. 


"We are preparing a legal counsel teas, as Buyung requested in a phone call 
from Holland on Thursday night (21 May). We are now merely awaiting power of 
attorney papers and drafting of charges," said Mulya when asked when the 
charges will be subsitted to the court. 


MENKEH Ismail Saleh, SH, said hKiaself on Thursday thet Buyune certainly say 
bring charges against hia as representative of the governagent, for such 
charges are not anew thing. It is the right of an individual to charge the 
government if he feels the governgent has aade a decision that is detrisental 
to hia. “As for the substance of it, we will have to wait. The court will be 
the one to examine it," said Ismail Saleh. 


The decision to suspend Buyung from the practice of law for 1! year is 
considered an interesting satter in gany circles, not only because it is the 
first conteapt of court case but also because it is the first ruling handed 
down by a sinister of justice directly. 


Buyung, who has a reputation for being vocal, reacted to the decision 
immediately from Holland by sending a statement via telex, which was addressed 
to KOMPAS, among others. He sees the decision as contrary to principles of 
literty in the legal profession and as a deviation from the fundamentals of a 
state of law. 


Retroactive 


That was confirmed by a written statement issued by the Indonesian LBH 


following a seeting on Thursday night. According to Mulya Lubis, who read the 
statement, the sinister’s decision has no legal oasis in either fors or 


The statement discussed again the three laws on which the decision was based. 
According to the LBH, the use of Law 2/1986 on general judicial matters, for 
example, violates a legal principle ("post factum law"), because the law did 
not go into effect until 8 March 1986, which was 2 months after the 
sensational court incident. “Retroactive use of a law clearly violates legal 


principles," Mulya stated. 





Jse of Law 14/1985 regarding the Supreme Court is also inappropriate, because 
it stipulates that the duties of attorneys related specifically to judicial 
matters are under the oversight of the Supreme Court rather than the minister 
of justice. Furthermore, in the opinion of the Indonesian LBH, the oversight 
of attorneys is not dealt with at all in Law 14/1970, which was also used as a 
basis for the decision. 


He also said that if the KUHAP [Penal Code) had been applied to Buyung, his 
penalty for disrupting the court would have been a reprimand or expulsion from 
the courtroom. If the action were of a criminal nature, criminal charges 
could be placed. “In this case, however, court records made no note of such 
action," said Mulya, quoting the statement of the Indonesian LBH. 


Moreover, he continued, Buyung has never been tried through any procedure to 
establish whether there had been contempt of court in the incident. "And it 
is unjust and unfair for Buyung to be further punished by suspension after 
IKADIN [Indonesian Attorneys Association] had penalized him with a severe 
reprimand. Although the minister's decision was administrative, it is still 
punitive in essence," Muiya continued. 


Mafia Issue 


He also considers the decision to be a reflection of inconsistency in the 
oversight of attorneys. No action at all was taken in the "Judicial Mafia" 
case, in which the conduct of attorney S.C. was proved in "black and white," 
declared Mulya. 


The "Judicial Mafia" case he referred to involved the revelation of a written 
statement by S.C. and three colleagues in June 1986, in which they promised to 
seek an acquital in return for a payment of 115 million rupiahs. The case, 
which was handled by the IKADIN Honorary Council, stalled when S.C. resigned 
from membership in IKADIN. "That leaves the impression Buyung is being 
punished intentionally," said Mulya, who was accompanied by attorneys H.J.C. 
Princen and Luhut M.P. Pangaribuan, SH. 
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INDONESIA 


INDUSTRY MINISTER SPEAKS OUT ON DEREGULATION, PROTECTIONISM 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 21 May 87 p 1 


(ixcerpt] Jakarta, KOMPAS--In its efforts to expand industrial exports, the 
Department of Industry will proceed with deregulation. New rules on 
deregulation are to be issued soon for the purpose of improving the business 
climate in the industrial sector. Protection also will be more limited and 
will be accomplished through a system of import tariffs, which will be reduced 
incrementally to an optimal level. Guidelines for tariff reductions will be 
issued periodically. This relaxation of protection is needed if domestic 
industry is to be efficient and competitive in international markets. 


"Exports are top priority, for, besides improving foreign exchange revenues, 
they create job opportunities that cen no longer be postponed," Minister of 
Industry Engr Hartarto told KOMPAS last week in Jakarta. 


In fact, recent observations in the field have found that industries 
successful in exports are able to survive and even expand. This indicates 
that the weakness is in domestic markets, whereas export markets remain 
extensive. The number of industries exporting also continues to grow, showing 
an increased awareness by businessmen of export markets, which afford new 


hope. 


The devaluation in September 1986 also contributed to the recent expansion of 
industrial exports, which disproves the view that industry was not ready to 
benefit from devaluation. Time was needed to take advantage of the decline of 
the rupiah against the dollar, but the proof is now in. 


This is gratifying, for it corresponds with the government's program. The 
role remaining for the government is to provide a climate for business and to 
give general guidance. Businessmen themselves are the players who take 
advantage of the opportunities. 


"Private businessmen don't need to be tutored. They are able to do business 
as long as they are afforded a favorable climate," he said. He added that 
truly successful businessmen do not talk very much, for they are quietly 
planning their strategies. 














To illustrate the success of industrial exports, he pointed out that exports 
in 1986 reached $3.95 billion, a 12.8 percent increase over the previous year. 
The largest share of exports was taken by the miscellaneous industry sector, 
which held 76.7 percent. Exports surged in November and December after 
devaluation. A total of 285 industrial commodities were exported. Overall, 
the value of industrial exports {plus exports by primary industries outside 
the purview of the Department of Industry) reached $4.4 billion, or 67.7 
percent of Indonesian nonoil exports. 


All these figures were obtained from the BPS (Central Statistics Bureau) and 
were also presented by Engr Bisuk Siahaan, chief of the Data Processing and 
Analysis Center of the Department of Industry. The minister in fact dared to 
state a 1987 export target of $5 billion to $5.5 billion. "These figures are 
not fabricated but are based on calculations," Hartarto stated. 
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INDONESIA 


MUHAMMADIYAH ON ‘RACIAL ASSIMILATION’ 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 26 May 87 p 3 


[Text] Jakarta, Monday [25 May], ANTARA--Muhammadiyah has been practicing 
integration for 30 years and is not acquainted with the term "assimilation." 


H. Lukman Harun, deputy chairman of the Muhammadiyah Central Executive Board, 
made that statement at the Jakarta Islamic Hospital on Saturday night [22 May] 
in a fast-breaking get-together. The program was held jointly by 
Muhammadiyah directors and prominent Chinese Muslims associated with the 
Development of Islamic Faith in the Oneness of God (PITI) under the leadership 
of Drs H. Yunus Yahya. 


Muhammadiyah wants to cooperate with PITI leaders in heightening the esteem of 
Islam in Indonesia, "because the issue of Islam is an issue for us to handle 
together." 


Lukman Harun said Islam actually reached mainland China before coming to 
Indonesia, as evidenced by a hadith of the Prophet that states, "Go as far as 
China in seeking knowledge." 


He said that many historic Islamic monuments dating from the Ming Dynasty have 
been found in China and that people in mainland China have long practiced the 
exchange of science and technology. 


Drs H. Yunus Yahya, general chairman of PITI, welcomed the offer of 
cooperation between Muhammadiyah and PITI, which previously was mown as the 
Indonesian-Chinese Islamic Association. 


Yunus Yahya took the opportunity to introduce prominent Chinese Muslims who 
have graduated from IAIN [State Islamic Institute) and several people who 
often give lectures. 


According to Yunus Yahya, the number of Chinese Muslims is constantly 
increasing, especially among young people, whose interest in studying Islam is 
continuing to grow. That increase is a result of the government's policy on 
integration, which has long been put into practice, he said. 
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INDONESIA 


PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT URGED TO SOLVE MORO PROBLEM 
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 26 May 87 pp 1, 5 


{Text] Jakarta, PELITA--Drs Lukman Harun, chairman of the Islamic Solidarity 
Committee urged President Aquino to make an immediate and effective decision 
to settle the problem of the Islamic community in the Southern Philippines in 
the best possible way. He said that only President Aquino, with her spirit of 
statesmanship, will be able to surmount the stalemate in talks between the 
Philippine government and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF). 


Lukman Harun made that statement in connection with peace efforts now being 
made by the Philippine government to settle the Moro problem. Following last 
month's stalemate in the talks, President Aquino’s special envoy, Ambassador 
Emmanuel Pelaez, visited several ASEAN [Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations] capitals to talk with other ASEAN leaders and to discuss a Moro 
settlement. ASEAN leaders generally support President Aquino's efforts 
toward solving the problen. 


Apply the Tripoli Accord 


Lukman Harun, who is also a member of the Muhammadiyah PP [Central Executive 
Board], said the most appropriate way tc solve the Moro problem is to reapply 
the Tripoli Accord, which was reached in 1976 while President Marcos was still 
in power in the Philippines. 


The accord was signed by then Philippine Minister of Defense Carmero 2. 
Barbero and MNLF Chairman Nur Misuari and was witnessed by Libyan Foreign 
Minister Dr Ali Abdul Salam and Secretary General of the Islamic Conference 
Organization Karim Gai. It was agreed in the accord to form an autonomous 
government over 13 provinces in the Southern Philippines. Both the Philippine 
government and the MNLF thereby have a responsibility to comply with the 
accord to the fullest. 


If the autonomy question is presented to the newly elected Philippine 
Congress, Lukman fears it will be rejected, because members of Congress are 
generally not Moros or Muslims, 


When President Marcos was in power, the Islamic community in the Southern 
Philippines was disappointed over Marcos’ manipulation of the Tripoli Accord, 


ll 











which resulted in failure to give autonomy. Hopes are now on the shoulders of 
President Corazon Aquino. 


"If Cory doesn't act quickly and appropriately, I fear the Islamic community 
in the Southern Philippines will be disappointed yet again," stated Lukman. 
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INDONESIA 


MAJ GEN AUGUST MARPAUNG PROFILED 


"MES ON SUNDAY in English 21 Jun 87 p 14 


Broau 


{Article by David Jenkins] 
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BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON INDONESIAN PERSONALITIES 


MAJ GEN DRS SLAMET SIDHIK PERMANA, EAST JAVA POLICE CHIEF--Police Maj Gen Drs 
Soebagya will transfer the position of East Java Police Chief to his 
successor, Police Maj Gen Drs Slamet Sidhik Permana, in Surabaya on Wednesday 
morning, 10 June. Before his appointment to the position of East Java Police 
Chief, Police Maj Gen Drs Slamet Sidhik Permana served as North Sumatra Police 
Chief. The previous East Java Police Chief was transferred to Police 
Headquarters to take on the post of head of the Police Academy (PTIK), 
replacing Police Maj Gen Drs M. Soedarto, who is preparing to retire. Maj Gen 
Slamet, a two-star general, began his carrier in the Indonesian Police Force 
as a PTIK student. He is a graduate of the seventh class, graduating with 
Police Gen Moch. Sanoesi, chief of the Indonesian Police Force, with Police 
Maj Gen Drs Bobby Rachman, Indonesian Police Force deputy for operations, and 
with Police Maj Gen Drs Achg@ad Djuaeni, Indonesian Police Force deputy for 
administration. Before becoming North Sug@atra Police Chief, Slamet, who is 52 
years old, was Indonesian Police Force director of investigation. [Excerpts] 
(Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN in Indonesian 9 Jan 87 pp 1, 12) 9846 


MAJ GEN ASMONO, COMMANDER OF KODAM I/BUKIT BARISAN--Indonesian Aray Maj Gen 
Asmono was inaugurated as Commander of KODAM [Military Region Command) I/Bukit 
Barisan on 6 June 1987, replacing Indonesian Army Maj Gen Ali Geno. He is the 
fourth commander of this command after it was reorganized 3 years ago. The 
first was Indonesian Army Maj Gen Soeripto, now commander of KOSTRAD [Army 
Strategic Reserves Command]. His successor was the late Indonesian Army Maj 
Gen Djarot, who was killed in a helicopter accident gore than a year ago. 
Asmono, who has been a two-star general for only a week, graduated from the 
AKM (National Military Academy) in Magelang in 1961. While he was an AMN 
cadet, he was a classmate of Indonesian Army Maj Gen Soegito, silitary region 
commander for Greater Jakarta, and of Indonesian Army Maj Gen Faisal Tanjung, 
who is military region commander of Tanjung Pura. Before his promotion to 
commander of KODAM I/Bukit Barisan, Asmono was Chief of Staff of KODAM 
V/Brawijaya, East Java. He has also been intelligence assistant for KOWILHAN 
(Defense Area Command] I/Sumatra/West Kalimantan. He has also served in the 
Cavalry Battalion, a branch of service he chose long ago. He also had a long- 
term operational task in East Tigor. Asmono is well-known as a siaple person. 
"He is hard and firm. He doesn't compromise, especially when it comes to 
discipline," said a Major who once served under Asmono's leadership when he 
was com@ander of the AMN cadets’ battalion between 1971 and 1973. “If even 
one cadet did something wrong, Asmono sgade the entire battalion do 














somersaults. If it was a gsatter of a dirty weapon, the guilty cadet was in 
real trouble, and ali of us got punished for what he did. For hia there was no 
bargaining with the equipment which had been entrusted to us cadets by the 
government; we always had to take good care of it. If not, well, we knew what 
would happen," the sgajor remembered. This is what Asmono is like, simple; 
but strength and firmness in discipline are pert of his spirit. It is fitting 
and right that KODAM I/Bukit Barisan, well-known as a tough and forbidding 
area for some people, has gotten a commander like Asmono. [Text] (Jakarta 
ANGKATAN BERSENJAT in Indonesian 10 Jun 87 p 6) 9846 


CSO: 4213/92 
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VIENTIANE CHIEF KHAMBOU ASSAILS WESTERN INFLUENCE, ASKS CRACKDOWN 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25 Mar 87 


[Column signed by Khambou Sounisai, administrative chairman of Vientiane city, 
dated 26 February 1987] 


[17 Mar 82 p 2] 


[Text] I. Summary of Observations About the Condition of Art and Culture in 
Vientiane City at the End of 1986 and the Beginning of 1987 


A. Conditions in general: 


At the end of 1986 and during January 1987, it could be seen that our enemies 
still have not given up their schemes to destroy the art and culture of 
Vientiane city. They utilize the special aspects of the capital's society to 
wage their fierce psychological warfare on the art and culture. Their goal is 
to encourage extravagant living in order to make the masses lose interest in 
production and adopt the decadent culture of the West. They want to spread 
boredom and drunkenness. Another of their goals is to eradicate the beautiful 
culture of Laos step-by-step. 


Their method is to use night clubs, various types of celebrations and some bad 
amateur artistic groups to spread the degenerate Western music and dancing of 
the imperialists and reactionaries, such as rock and roll dancing, embracing 
in public, etc. 


B. Conditions at Festivals, Catherings and Parties 
Good Points: 


It appears that the artistic and cultural drive to honor the Fourth Party 
Congress proceeded joyously. 


The holding of traditional festivals by the majority of the people in every 
village and locality under the leadership of those responsible for grassroots 
cultural affairs proceeded well. 

Weak Points: 


Parties are operated for profit with Western dancing and the selling of liquor 
and drinks go on nonstop with no order at all; they are not conducted in 
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accordance with our laws; they promote extravagance, wasting time, weariness, 
a loss of interest in production and the adoption of a degenerate Western 
culture that corrupts and intoxicates the young people and the masses. 


They do not do anything for our culture. The operators just want to make a 
profit from selling liquor and beer. This has damaged our culture. They do 
mot observe the closing time set by our officials; they stayed open until late 
at night or early in the morning. 





C. Conditions at Restaurants: 


It appears that the number of state, cooperative and private restaurants has 
increased. 


[18 Mar 87 p 2] 


[Excerpt] There were some that were decorated with colored lights and were 
quite dark where tapes were played, Western dances were danced, and people 
embraced improperly. They had not received permission from the responsible 
administrative branch. In addition, some of these places included secret 
prostitution. 


D. Condition of Entertainment Arts: 
Weak Points: 


Some groups of amateur artists--for example, the music groups of offices, 
organizations, ministries, localities and private individuals--presented shows 
that were distasteful and improper, such as the use of music for the decadent, 
Western-style dancing of reactionaries and its dissemination among the masses 
as extravagant entertainment. This was not done in accordance with the list 
of permitted activities, it was not on the list of activities scheduled by 
officials; in addition, some private groups of artists did not register with 
any organization but secretly performed for the masses in a distasteful and 
incorrect manner. 


Furthermore, the announcers for these groups of amateur artists generally did 
not provide publicity serving the political goals of the party and state at all. 
On the contrary the publicity was distasteful, and sometimes it was even 
double-edged. 


E. Organizing Construction and Administration: 


It seems that we still have not done as much as we should, especially in 
eliminating and resisting the decadent art and culture of the imperialists 


[19 Mar 87 p 2] 
[Text] and reactionaries in a timely fashion. Our enemies are still using 


the arts, night clubs and various festivals to wage fierce psychological war- 
fare on our culture in Vientiane city. For example, they sabotaged the 
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various regulations stipulated by our officials by adopting music for degener- 
ate Western-style dancing and spreading it among the masses. By presenting 
these extravagant amusements, they caused the masses to lose interest in 
protuction, destroyed domestic solidarity, etc. 


Course of Bvents: 


The enemy attacked us with determination, and we took this lightly, not unified 
in leadership; we still had not absorbed the policies of the party or under- 
stood the struggle between the two paths, socialism and capitalism, over who 
will win on the ideological and cultural battlefield. In addition, we vere 
still unaware of the psychological tactics of the enemy. 


These circumstances caused unfavorable repercussions and hurt us a great deal, 
primarily with regard to our culture and society. Therefore we must adopt 
methods to correct then. 


In order to correct the deficiencies and weak points and to achieve victory on 
the cultural battlefield, we must firmly adhere to these objectives and 
approaches: 


Il. Objectives: 


To carry out regulation 09/PSL of the Council of Ministers issued on 8 February 
1985 and the order of the Ministry of Culture for effectively organizing the 
administration of art and culture with the goal of putting Vientiane city in 
order with regard to culture and society so that it is civilized, clearsighted 
and achieves steady progress. 


To destroy and resist the decadent, degenerate art and culture of the imperial- 
ists and reactionaries. 


To improve the condition of the distasteful fairs and night clubs organized by 
groups and individuals and put them in order. 


In addition, to expand the art and culture drives in Vientiane city and to make 
them happy, traditional events which serve the political goals of the party and 
encourage production--namely, paying the agriculture tax in rice to the state, 
selling rice to the state, cultivating dry season rice, defending the nation 
and the peace, reclaiming 


[20 Mar 87 p 2) 


[Text] the beautiful cultural heritage of the nation and steadily building a 
new socialist culture. 


Ill. Solutions: 
First, we must agree to be unified in solving these problems and to cooperate 


with the administrative branches involved. We must absorb the policies of 
the state with regard to culture and understand our fierce struggle with the 
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enemy on the cultural battlefield. In order «> achiewe these solutions, we 
must decide to do the following: 


1. We must carry out temporary regulation 09/PSL of the Council of Ministers 
issued on 8 February 1985 concerning the administraticn and control of 
cultural activities. 


2. We gust carry out the order of the Ministry of Culture and follow the 
various announcements and regulations adopted by Vientiane city for controlling 
culture within the city. 


3. The party committees and administrative committees of the districts must 
take care to strengthen the district-level and grassroots cultural networks so 
that they assume responsibility for cultural activities. 


4. State, cooperative and private restaurants sust operate in accordance with 
the recommendations of the branch for cultural administration so that every- 
thing is in the open; nothing is to be done in secret; there is to be no secret 
prostitution to make money and no Western-style dancing. 


5. Every cultural undertaking directed toward the masses in Vientiane city 
{such as night clubs and celebrations) must be coordinated with the cultural 
service of Vientiane city (at the city lewel). At the district level, the 
district cultural committee sust investigate and give permission so that the 
undertakings operate correctly, in accordance with permits. 


6. Parties with loud speakers at night clubs and festivals or celebrations 
must stop at 2330 hours (11:30 at night) in conformity with regulation 09/PSL 
of the Council of Ministers issued on 8 February 1985 in order to maintain the 
health of the people and avoid disturbing the sleep of the Lao people and 


foreigners. 
[21 Mar 87 p 2} 


[Excerpt] 7. At festivals, whether they are temple fairs, house parties or 
some other kind of party, there is to be no taking advantage by organizing 
gambling or games to defraud the people (only those games will be al lowed 
which are in the fore of a sport and which cultural officials of Vientiane 
city have actually inspected and approved). 





Methods of Correction Lie in Three Areas 

In correcting cultural activities we gust use three approaches: 
l. Primarily use culture to correct culture. 

2. Use education and training 4s the core. 

3. Treat administration as an important means. 

1. Methods of Using Culture To Correct Culture: 


With regard to cultural as well as other activities, when an old activity is 
abolished or reformed, something new must be created to replace it. This means 








that when an old cultural activity that is not good is abolished, then some 
new, progressive and civilized cultural activity must be created to replace 
it. For example: 


If we want to correct the distasteful night clubs that individuals and groups 
have set up, we must set up a cultural club as an example which will provide an 
alternative. These clubs should have a happy atmosphere, educate the people, 
assure improved physical and mental health, and serve the political goals of 
the party (see document No 111/V.Th.). 


We must present both professional and amateur artistic events regularly for the 
people, either out in the open or in a hall. We must adopt 


{23 Mar 87 p 2] 


{Excerpt] programs related to the nation or the mass2s in order to create a 
happy atmosphere among the masses. In the past 10 years we have seen that our 
songs and dances, which are beautiful and have a national character, have not 
been disseminated (on the contrary, during this period primarily those of 
other nations have been disseminated, especially from the West). 


2. Methods of Education: 


First of all, we must take care to educate the cadres, combatants, workers and 
people so that they absorb the party's policies with regard to culture and are 
able to recognize the dangers in our fierce cultural battle with the enemy. 


We must do this so that they recognize the dangers and the repercussions of the 
decadent Western culture. We have already seen that under the old regime the 
imperialists and reactionaries disseminated decadent Western culture in 
Vientiane city and what effect this had on the people and the children and 
grandchildren. It brought forth countless hippies, gigolos, hooligans, prosti- 
tutes and hustlers and led them to kill and steal, break and enter--there are 
hundreds of cases lines up each day. In addition, it caused the young people 
to lose their humanity, and it made people lazy and uninterested in production. 
There were repercussions in other areas too numerous to describe. 


If we continue to adopt the decadent Western culture for entertainment, what 
other repercussions will there be? 


[24 Mar 87 p 2] 


[Excerpt] With regard to gambling or taking advantage by gambling at various 
festivals, we must educate people by demonstrating how bad this is for indi- 


viduals and for society. 


The two methods (using culture to correct culture and education) are very good 
methods. Therefore we must take care to use them regularly. 
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3. Methods of Administration: 


In every area of activity there are regulations for the administration of that 
activity. In the area of cultural activities, there are the resolutions and 
regulations of the Council of Ministers and various orders and recommendations 
of the Ministry of Culture and Vientiane city. These are the laws of the 
nation. 


During the past 10 years we have announced and organized instructions for the 
masses on a very broad basis, but the actual implementation of these regulations 
was difficult and chaotic because we took lightly these activities and did not 
take care to proceed effectively. On the contrary, there were frequent viola- 
tions. 


In order to have everyone carry out the regulations on cultural activities 
effectively, it appears that it will be necessary to correct the method of 
administration in all respects. Therefore we must inspect the cultural and 
artistic activities in Vientiane city completely. For example: 


We must inspect the night clubs run for profit and the groups or individuals 
running them to see what they are doing right and wrong. This must be done 
responsibly and effectively with regard to 


[25 Mar 87 p2] 


[Text] the economy and the culture. This does not mean that we should just 
consider economic results and not cultural damage. If we want to proceed 
properly, we must proceed under the leadership of the administrative branch 
involved (culture); we must proceed completely and correctly in accordance 
with the plan for cultural clubs adopted by the Ministry of Culture and 
Vientiane city in order to assure fulfillment of the policy and to steadily 
correct the weak points. We should not allow any violations in this regard. 


We must inspect every type of amateur artistic group, for example, singing 
groups, etc. They must be improved. And bad, unstable people must be pre- 
vented from taking charge of or becoming spokesmen for artistic groups (to 
be really good there should only be artistic groups that are Red). If bad, 
unstable people are involved, the groups will be like double-edged swords, 
and whether they intend it or not, these activities will be used to serve the 
psychological ends of the enemy, either directly or indirectly. 


We must regularly inspect the style of the songs, dance music, dancing, etc., 
that groups of artists bring to the masses. If we find anything which is 
inappropriate because it is double-edged or which promotes decadent, degener- 
ates culture, we must not permit it to be presented to the masses. 


We must campile a list of groups of the amateur artists that will be presenting 
shows for the masses in Vientiane city so that they can receive recommendations 
and training in order to be able to present the shows. And they must bring in 
for inspection the programs they wish to present. When their program has been 
approved, they must present just that program. 
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For anyone who violates or resists these regulations, we must take the nec- 
essary steps and impose a fine in accordance with the temporary regulation 
adopted by Vientiane city. 


Therefore we recommend that every group and all the people of the capital, 
Vientiane, proceed in such a way that the regulations are effective. 


IV. Organization: 

The cultural service of Vientiane city must coordinate with the districts and 
involved groups (the united fronts, the LPRYU, the women's groups), and they 
must work together to disseminate the regulations and educate the cadres, 
State employees and people so they grasp this and carry it out. 


The offices, organizations, ministries, services, party committees, adminis- 
trative committees and all levels of the administration must cooperate in this 
so that it is effective. Vientiane, 26 February 1987. 


[Signed] Khambou Sounisai, administrative chairman of Vientiane city. 


8149/12859 
CSO: 4206/106 
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SISAVAT KEOBOUNPHAN AT EXPORT-IMPORT CORPORATION MEETING 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 24 Mar 87 pp 1, 4 


[Article: "Mr Sisavat Keobounphan Addresses the Meeting Summarizing the 1986 
Results of the Partnership Corporation of Vientiane City"] 


[Excerpt] On the afternoon of 21 March the export-import corporation of 
Vientiane city, which is a partnership between the state and private indi- 
viduals, held a ceremony to summarize the results for 1986 and officially 
adopt a plan for 1987 at the Meuang Lao Hotel. Mr Sisavat Keobounphan, member 
of the Politburo of the Party Central Committee, Party Central Committee Secre- 
tariat and secretary of the party committee of Vientiane city, honored the 
meeting with his presence and addressed the more than 300 cadres and workers 

of the corporation present at the meeting. 


At the meeting Mr Nokeo Philaluangkhot reported that during the past year the 
corporation met 100 percent of its goal for imports and exports, and that these 
were in balance. Im addition, it fulfilled 110.57 percent of its budget obli- 


gation. 


At the end of the meeting Mr Sisavat Keobounphan gave his views and offered 
some advice to the meeting. First, he praised the factories and individuals 
who had achieved outstanding results during the past year. He also gave 
examples of some problems and undertakings which had improved; he summarized 
and evaluated the strong points, weak points and matters that had been delayed 
and had to be corrected in the future; this was especially true in the case of 
business which must proceed in keeping with the new system of economic adminis- 
tration, achieve real profits and carry on trade in accordance with the actual 
direction adopted by the party and state. 


8149/12859 
CSO: 4206/106 
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NEW ZEALAND 


DEPUTY FOREICN MINISTER DEFENDS NUCLEAR FREE ZONE 


Auckland THE WLW ZEALAND HERALD in English 19 Jun 87 p 5 


[Text] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


SUP SUPPORTS RETURN OF LABOR GOVERNMENT 


Auckland TIE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 19 Jun 87 p 12 


[Text] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


IPLOYNENT MINISTER SAYS JOBLESSNESS TO CONTINUE RISING 


[Text] 


he 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 20 Jun 87 p 1 
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PHILIPPINES 


1,000 COMMUNIST GUERRILLAS, SHADOW COVERNMIENT SURRENDER 


Bankok THE NATION in English 18 Jun 87 p 9 


[Article by Jay Vallescr] 


[Text] 
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BICORNIA ON NPA COLLECTIONS DURING MAY 1987 ELECTIONS 


Nanila MANILA BULLETIN in English 5 Jun 87 p 6 


[Excerpts] 
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CiLLU CARDINAL CONCERNED OVER CROWTI OF VICILANTES 


Nucezon City WE FORUM in English 4 Jun 37 p ] 


[icxt] 
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PHILIPPINES 


QADUDUAFI AIDS NPA, MNLF 
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[Article by tayani Cruz] 
4200/675 


[Text] 


ianila THWE NANILA TIMES in English 16 Jun 87 pp 1, 8 
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DEATIi THREATS AGAINST CEBU ANTICOMMUNISTS ‘UNCOVERED' 


Cebu City SUN STAR DAILY in English 30 May 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text] 


4200/677 


/9274 
CSO 
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PHILIPPINES 


CED DAILIES HIT WATFREL ON ELECTION FRAUD, VIOLENCE 


Charges No Longer Dismissable 


Cebu City SUN STAR DAILY in English 24 May 87 p 5 


[tditorial: “Blackeye on Nanmfrel"] 


[Text] 

With the proofs submitted by op- 
pusition candidate Juan Ponce En- 
tile to support the charges of election 
fraud, onc cannot dismiss them any- 
more as wild rantings of poor losers. 

The proofs - printouts of Namfrel 
tallics that show excess of votes over 
Comelec figures — seem to speak for 
themselves, a matter of what they 
call in law as res ipsa loquitor. They 
must be so convincing even at face 
valuc that Comelec Chairman 
Ramon clipe reportedly decided al- 
ready to bar Namfrel from future 
political exercises. 

President Aquino, too, can’t con- 
tinue prodding the opposition to ac- 
cept defeat gracefully. At this time, 
losing, already bitter as it is without 
cheating, has become more difficult 
to swallow. 

The I'resident who had promised 
cican, fair, and honest elections has 
to remove the mammoth cloud of 
doubt that now hangs over the 
triumph of her anvinted candidates. 

lrompt attention from the present 
leadership is required to dissipate 
the tension that has heightened since 























the Namfrei tally started. 

An investigation of the op) ssition 
charges by an independent body may 
help retain the sobriety and order 
that have 
protests 
anomalies. 

Blunting 
saying the Namfrei 









out to have grown horns on its head. 
Despite its disavowals now, Comeiec 
had embraced Namfrei as its citizen 
arm and given it the authority to be 











‘acceptable’ Definition Urged 
Cebu City SUN STAR DAILY in English 14 May 87 p 5 
{Gditorial: “low Much Fraud Is Tolerable?"] 


[Text] A Namfrel official had assessed whatever cheating there was in the 
fifth district as “tolerable” and called the election there as “violence- 
free,” virtually giving the Duranos a clean bill of health in their partici- 
pation in the last political exercise, 


One will wonder how euch fraud is tolerable and how much threat and in:imi- 
dation is needed to call an election violent, 


From the pronouncement of the Namfrel official, whose assessment appeared on 
page 1 of this paper yesterday, fraud and violence can be accepted if it does 
mot distort the results of the election, 


One's translation for that can be that the cheating and harassment can be ac- 
ceptable if the candidate who employs those devices will still win even with- 
out them, but with a sualler margin over his rivals, 


The Namfrel official's view may be faulted for being defeatist, for accepting 
situations which seemingly cannot be changed over night. 


At the same time, it is a pragmatist view, embracing the reality that the 
Filipino culture still includes a benevolent attitude towards vote-buying and 
even the use of intimidation during elections. 


We believe there should be a definition of fraud and violence in judging the 
conduct of elections, Otherwise, losers can cry foul using the rampant vio- 
lations of the election code--which all candidates or their followers commit-- 
as their moral and legal reasons. 


/9274 
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PHILIPPINES 


PANGASINAN NPA LURN 6 HOUSES 
Davao City TIE MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 26 May 87 p 12 


{Text ] 


TAYUG, Pangasinan (PNA)— as the occupants had fled be- mialite rifle were recovered from 
Communist New People’s Army fore the arrival of the 
(NPA) gueriillas burned six hou- 


The 
ses in barangay Bantog, San tified as Modesto C. Malate, Ti- barangay of San Quintin and 


Quintin town Thursday night to Mina, Jesus Mina, Felicidad Natividad, It is abou two and 
in retaliation to the refusal of Mundo, Benny Mundo end Ma- a half kilometers {rom Namu- 
the residents there to pay “tax- jolito Dulay, landayan, Lupao Nueva Ecija 
es” to the rebels where soldiers and a big band of 
It was reported that while NPA rebels clashed early this 
Capt. Mariano Busa, comman. jhe houses were burning, the year. 
ding officer of the 15ist PC rebels indiscriminately fired The rebels who committed the 
Company here, estimated the their guns in the air. atrocity allegedly escaped porth 
property loss at more than P70, At least 26 empty shells end ward to the Natividad mour- 
000. No one was reporyed hurt ole live ammunition of M.16 ar- sins. — (PNA) 
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PHILIPPINES 


CLERGY, KEBEL TIES CONPLICATES MANILA, VATICAN RELATIONS 


Davao City THE MINDANAO NIRROR-BULLETIN in English 18-24 May 87 p 4 


[Text] 


MANILA jInterco Press) — 
Diplomatic cumplications in RP. 
Vatican relations may result 
from the reported discovery of 
ties between Catholic priests and 
nuns agd communist rebels, it 
was learned from normally re- 
liable official sources, 


These sources, who spore on 
guarantee of anonymity, dis- 
closed that responsible Philip- 
pine diplomats have put for- 
ward the view that, shyuld mea. 
sures ty curb or sever such ties 
fail ay the local church level, 
the Philippine government 
would have to take up the mat- 
ter with the Vatican. 


may be giving covert support to 


the communists underground. 


Last January, the Rev. Rus- 
tico Tan, who represented re- 
bels in regional peace talks Ip 
Cebu, claimed about z0 pricas 
in the area were “active in the 
underground,” 


Manila Auxililary Bishop Teo- 
dyro Bacagni, a former member 
of the Constitutional Commis. 
sion, told newsmen that the 
church must underake a “clean. 
sing of ranks”, He added that 
the rebel clerics were underml- 
ning the credibility of the 
church. 





The same sources declined 


to indicate if soundins already the in bellion 

have been made at the Vati- yolvemen; of priests and puns Cardinal Sin said, “This sup- 
Can's diplomatic mission in Man- with the communists since the port of rebels by some priests 
ita. mid-1970s. They have promul M caused and occasioned by 
A senior ambassador, speak- gated a pastoral letter warning the Marcos Tegime when we 
thar 22 Sever pf a 4 — dicjator That is why many of 
bets of Catholic clergy munists positions bishops quiet, because 
Oe eee eee in the church Sib Gan — 
“extremely serious delica uippine diploma 

J— in which the Vajican Undenied press reports have it 4JJ for Padingiae Vetioun ef- 
should take a hand. that at least 15 priess are fairs pointed hat de- 
Competent administration §§ known ty have joined the com- partare of 8 a? ie 
sources said that they were sa- munist insurgents, The milite. changes in government have re. 


tisfied Cardinal Sin has taken 
“carnes; measures” to put a de- 
finite stop to such involvement. 


They expressed amazement 
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COKTRADICTIONS REPORTED IN ALSA MASA KILLING OF SURRENDEREE 


Davao City TIE NINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 27 May 87 pp 1, 9 
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DIPLOMATS VIEW MANILA REACTION TO USSR PENETRATION EFFORTS 


[Article: 
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LEGKOS CIVIL-HILITARY COUNCIL CONTINUES AMNESTY EFFORTS 
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{Text} 
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family could be allocated 5,800 
square meters tor homelot and 
farming purposes. 

The buik of the former rebels 
already served by the PRDC 
through DSWD were in the 
towns of Cauayan, Candgni, Hi- 
Nobaan, Le Castellana, Manapla, 


. 
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DAVAO DEL NORTE AMNESTY PROGRAM UPDATED 
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Davao City THE MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 29 May 87 p 6 


[Text] 


TAGUM. Davao del Norte — 
Some 16 former New People’s 
Army members here “were mar- 
‘ried in church rites while eight 
children were baptized as 60 re- 
‘turpees received amnesty certi-’ 
ficates a; the Gumbalay sa Pa- 
kig.uli rehabilitation center 
here. 

Virgie Allones, manager of- 
the Gumbalay sa Pakig-ull reha- 
.dilitation center, said Batch 17 
‘was the largest group ever to 
‘graduate since the Gumbalay 
‘Defan its reconciliation drive 11 
"Months ago. . 


Lately, a dramatic rise in the 


number of returnees were re- 
‘corded. At one point last month, 
‘Allones said, returnees. on: pro- 
‘cess reached ‘110, . leading to 
‘slight congestion problems for 
a center designed to handle only 
60 returnees at a time. 


Since the Gumbalay begun 11 
months ago, the center has pro. 
cessed 389 returnees. The rehg- 
bilataion for rebel returnees 
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BISHOPS, BUSINESSMENS CONFERENCE URGES URBAN LAND REFORM 


Manila THE HANLLA TINES in English 11 Jun 87 pp 1, 6 


{Article by Lulu Principe] 
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DAVAO PAPER URCES DISCUSSION OF LAND REFORM DRAFT 


“Land Reform"] 
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*Kancaroo Courts’ Reported 
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Hipolor City THE HINDANAO OBSERVER in Ene lish 20 Apr 87 pp 1, 5 


[text] 


Ovens City -- A top NPA 
leuler, AKA “Mamay” cx- 
reees the proliferation of 
“a =Pertration Agents” 
(OVA) within their rank and 
file devine a brief interview 
conducted just) recently at 
Cotta, O-vamiz City. 

tt was disclosed that DPAs 
ae “*eonment ascents from 
amen the finest men of the 
MAI’ «ith «a missen to moni- 
tor their (NIA) movements 
awl activitix as well as to 
create divisiveness and suypi- 
con from amend frenreeclyes 
vole rewlted te rannant kl. 


lings with one another, justi- 


i 
F 
H 
8 


; 
; 
= 


SLEVEP HBR, 
ital 
Hfag 
“Helivdes 


. 
; 
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yo, ATA Ani, AKA ‘ay, 


Wentern Nindanao ‘Legal’ lead Arrested 


Dipolor City THh ILNDANAO OBSERVER in English 27 Apr 87 pp 1, 5 


[Text] 


Sicayab, Dipolog City -- A 
combined military effort to 
inflict psychological blow to 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP)  establich- 
ment resulted to the appre- 
hension of Fvangeline Obni- 
moga y Villa, alias SARAI/ 
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INFLATLONARY SURGE SEEN WITH OIL PRICE UIKES 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 5 Jun 87 p 24 


[Text] 
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Inflation rates 
have been predicted 
to rise sharply in the 
next few months due 
to increasing prices of 
consumer products. 

Local economists 
basically based their 
effect that might 
occur of the price of 
petroleum products 
would be increased. 


Some businessmen 
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[Article by Marvyn Benaning] 
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INPACT OF URBAN POOR CONTINUES TO PRESS AQUINO 


Hanila TUE MANILA TIMES in English 10 Jun 87 p 5 


“Little Hope for Urban Poor") 


[Article by Beng Allanigue: 
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"PEASANT ORGANIZER‘ ALLEGES MILITARY LINKED TO GAMBLING 


Nanila THE MANILA TIMES in English 12 Jun 87 p 6 
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QUESTLOKS, CONTRARY VIEWS REPORTED ON NURDER OF REBEL PRIEST 
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"Who Killed Fr Salac, Priests Ask") 
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COLUMHIST CRITICIZES MIXED BUREAUCRACY IN ENERCY POLICY 


Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 5 Jun 87 p 4 


"Six Energy Heads, Wo 


[Commentary by Mao Chanco in “The Bookmaker" column: 


Energy Policy") 
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TRADE SECRETARY SEEKS MORE ACCESS TO JAPAN 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 3 Jun 87 p 21 


[Article by Ellen P, Samanicgo} 
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RISK CONSULTANCY FORESEES ACRICULTURE GROWTU, ECONOMIC BOOST 


iNanila THE MANILA TIMES in English 14 Jun 87 pp 6, 7 


[Text] 
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WELKLY LITS AQUINO ON INEFFECTUAL RICiITS COMMISSION 


PLILIPPINES 


Nanila WR & MS (Special kdition) in English 29 May-4 Jun 87 pp 21, 22 


[Article by Bernardo V, Lopez: "A Human Kights Coumission Without Rights"] 


[Text] 


O 


UR emerging human 
rights crisis begins 
and ends with Cory, wite is 
perceived as both catalysi 
and impediment to human 
rights advocacy. This. was 





gathered from a recent inter- 


view with the now-defunct 
Philippine Commission 
on Human Rights (PCHR). 
In the eyes of human 
rights advocates, the - 
presidency in the strangle- 
hold of the military 
is the greatest weakness of 
the present administration. 
Because Ninoy, her hus- 
band, was a human rights 
victim, Cory was naturally 
a human rights advocate: a 
wife feeling the pain of hav- 
ing an incarcerated husband 
rather than a stateswoman 
‘feeling the pain of the 
oppressed masses. Her - 
Ipersonal advocacy saw the 
‘immediate release of the 
top rebels who were 
jailed by Marcas and who 
became Ninoy’'s cellmates 
and friends — Buscayno, 
Morales, and others. She 


knew their pain from 
Ninoy’s accounts in Boston 
after he was released. But 
when top rebel truce 
negotiator Rodolto Salas, 
alias Ka Roger, was caught, 
she could not work up the 
same motivations to release 
him, risking the ceasefire 

‘itself when the National 
Democratic Front demand- 
ed his release. 

- The PCHR was a brain 
child not of Cory but of the 

_ late nationalist Jose 

| Diokno, its chairman. 

| Diokno helped Cory run 

against Marcos in the snap 
election “with the under- 
standing” (in the words of 
ex-justice |.B.L. Reyes, 
vice-chairman of the 
PCHR) that she would 

_ establish a human rights 
commission if she won. 
‘Weeks after the Revolution, 
Cory fulfilled her promise 
in March 1986. The CHR 
commissioners include 
Diokno, Reyes, Nini 
Quezon Avancena 
(GABRIELA), Sr. Mariani 
Dimaranan (Task Force 


63 


Detainees), William Claver 
(ex-governor of Kalinga 
Apayao), Haydee Yorac 
(replaced by Abelardo 
Aportadera, Jr. when she 
joined the Commission 

on Elections), and the lone 
soldier, Gen. Samuel Soriano 
(head of the Judge Advo- 
cate General's Office or 
JAGO). 

From the start, the PCHR 
was a paper tiger, having only 
advisory functions and no 
powers to prosecute. But 
Diokno banked on Cory’s 
loyalty to human rights to 
perform the coup de groce of 
prosecution, 

On 7 May 1987, PCHR 
members found that the 
commission had been J 
abolished by Malacanang 
to be replaced by another 
commission. The former 
commission members 
bewailed this “shabby 
treatment”, not having been 
informed or warned of the 
coming dissolution of their 
office. In a joint statement 
signed by Reyes, Avencena 
and Dimaranan, the former 

















commissioners said they 
found out about it only 
in the media — “(since) it 
was aboii:" -d, the old 
_ committee had been at a 
loss . . . being non- 
existent. It could not 
perform its functions any 
justher, not even winding 
up its own affairs.” ) 
The PCHR members had - 
resigned in early January to | 
protest the killing of rallyists. 
on Mendiola, but were 
prevailed upun by Aquino — 
to remain in their positions.’ 
Said Sr, Mariani to a column- 
ist: “We were badly nuded 
by the government then.”: 
Today, the 700-odd 
‘ PCHR cases now in limbo 
(because of the sudden 
abolition of the PCHR), 
500 of which are based on “ 
abuses committed during the 
dreaded Marcos days, many , 
have been passed on to Cory 
for action. As of today; NO 





-- ACTION has been taken on. 


ANY cases given by the 
PCHR. The bottleneck — 

is in Cory’s court, 7 
).B.L. Reyes suspects 
that “military pressures” and 
“U.S. pressures” beleaguer’ | 
our President. 

Reyes believes Cory needs 
the support of Chief of Staff 
Fidel Ramos and his boys | 
because of the successive” ° 
coups launched against her, . 
And Cory may be beholden 
to the Americans for help. — 
ing find solutionsto”  — *. 
the insurgency problem, * . 
which only the military can 
solve. Yet, Reyes argues”. 
that “the military solution”, 
the downfall of Marcos, +. » 
may also become Cory’s ; 
waterloo, “Marcos used * 
and got nowhere,” says. 


says, “It's ip to the” 


Reyes. For the Marcos." + 
solution Saw the rise of his 
enemies and his fall, “#7: - 
Cory,'on the ground of 
a constitutional provision, 
finally gave the coup de 
grace to the human rights 
crisis by abolishing the . _. 
PCHR which, says Reyes, 
was done without consulta- — 
tion, warning, transitory | 
provisions, or appointment 
of new members. Executive 
Order 163 stated abolition — 


to “take effect immediately” 


on 7 May, one week before 
election. Were theyina © 
hurry to court the military * 
votes? Asked if there was _ 
U.S. pressure involved, 
‘Reyes says, “I won't be - J 
surprised.” As of ihiß 
writing, only the new head ° 
has been appointed, = ° ” 
Abelardo Aportadera, Jr., © 
who recently replaced now © 


* COMELEC commissioner me 


Haydee Yorac. Sources , 
claimed that Aportadera has 


« John Singlaub, intelligence - 


agent, as retainer and some - 
soldiers asclientsinhis ° - 


. law firm, Aportadera denied, 


all these categorically. 
The question now is: 


~ will the new membets be 


military-erdorse:’? Asked if if. 
the old members vill be 
reappointed, Aporiaders > 
President.” Does the military 
vant the old membersout. . 
‘due to their past conflicts? - 
‘Prospective new members are: 


‘Constitutional Commissioner’ 


‘Ed Garcia, Ambassador Cesar’ 
‘ Augusto Espiritu, (head of 

, the Asian Coalition of 
(Human Rights Organiza- - 
tions), and Dra. Sylvia de 

la Paz (wife of human rights , 
victim Bobby), all of whom 


tmay not really be “military- 
‘endorsed”: Reyes argues 

‘that the te functions 

iven the PCHR until 
jturnover is not possible . 
‘because it.runs Counter to 
Executive Order 163. “Joker 
lean’ t amend anexecutive . 
order,” he say’., De facto, the 
'700-odd PCHR < cases arein - 
aa 
The bone of ¢ contention in 
the crisis is a Marcos decree, — 
P.D. 1850, which j 
relinquishes all military cases 
ito a military court, an alleged 
-conflict of interest. Lately, 
PCHR has been running after. 
human rights abuses commit- 
-ted after the Revolution, 

, which makes Cory insecure. 
She is bothered by the fact. 
'that her administration 
jappears to have.more cases 
(than Marcos’, which taints‘. 
‘hér image. Reyes’ answer is 
‘simple — — Marcos suppressed 
human rights cases, and kept 
them unrecorded. , 
PCHR first move was to 

ask Cory to repeal P.D, 1850, 
, which exists to this day, . 
“rendering human rights advo- 
cacy totally helpless. The 
-“co-heroes” of the Revolu- 
, tion, former Defense Minis- 
ter Juan Ponce Enrile and 
“Ramos, had their way to the 
‘ detriment of thousands of 
‘ human rights victims. .. 

. According to Reyes, the 
PCHR had a dialogue with 
the military (including Gens. 
_ Aguirre and Ermita), which 
‘ naturally rejected the aboli- 
tion of P.D. 1850 to protect 
their own kind. Both sides 
gave new versions of an 
‘amended P.D. 7850, but to 
‘date, they lan ‘ ay asus s 
desk. p. D.. 18 





— 


















Other PCHR requests 
to Cory have also been 
shelved. The PCHR recom- 
mended a new decree to 
place “principal responsi-——~- 
bility’’ of human rights 
abuscs on officers, not so 
much on privates who are 
merely triggermen. Again, 
ng action. The PCHR also 
proposed that soldiers under 
human rights investigation 
should not be promoted 
until cleared. The military 
objected, asking instead for 
the declassification of human 
rights cases, which the PCHR 
keeps highly secret to protect 
witnesses. Cory promised to 
talk to Ramos about it. 
Again, no action. To Reyes, 
PCHR had only one victory 
-- the disapproval of the 
general amnesty for erring 
soldiers. But then, Cory. 
knew how angry the people 
were. Do we now have an 
administration not of. 
principle but of compro- 
mise? 

When Cory decided to 
“use force” when the truce 
talks failed, Reyes feels it 
was the military and the U.S. 
who were talking, not the 
gentle Cory. Cory as mouth- 
piece of powers-that-be is 
also exemplified by the 
vigilante affair. The PCHR 
had no objections to the 
vigilantes provided (1) they | 
remained unarmed (they 
ARE armed inspite of Cory’s 

alecree that they remain 
unarmed. Also, Secretary 
of Local Government Jaime 
Ferrer insists bo/os are not © 
arms.), (2) membershipis 
voluntary (there are allega- 
tions of forced recruit- 
ment, or at least, the saying 
goes — if you're not for us, 
you are against us, i.e. Com- 
19274 
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munists), (3) 20 human 
rights abuses are done (there 
are many recorded cases 
of abuses, some admitted by 
the military as “minimal”), 
(4) only locals known to the 
people are to be recruited _ 
(there are reports of hired. 
goons and ex-soldiers with 
notorious reputations, and 
many are not known by the 
locals). 

On all counts, the 


vigilantes are functioning . 


the way the military and — 
Ferrer wants it, and it fits. — 
the low intensity conflict 
(LIC) concept perfectin 
Latin America, inspite of 
Cory’s “precautions”. (Reyes 
adds that the predecessor 
of Col. Frank Calida, Alsa 
Masa organizer, was J 
replaced when he obiected - 
to the plan, reinforcing the. } 
LIC theory.) : 
The Civilian Home 
Defense Forces is the 
thorn in Cory’s throat. 
Knowing that the Constitu- 
tion provides for its 
abolition - (Sec. 24 of 
Transitory Provisions), 


Cory abolished the CHDF . 


instantly before election. 
After a few days, she added 
“subject to further studies”, 
Was there military pressure 
here? Finally, following the 
footsteps of Marcos with his 
“atrestive PCO-to-PDA plan, 
Cury “renames” the CHDF . 
ievto Citizen's Army, virtually 
¢kirting the Constitution. 
The latest is — she cannot 


ene the CHDF yet 
cause there is no money 
{to fund its replacement. - 


$s it Cory talking or some 
generals? Reyes hints that 


~ he military may skirt the 


Constitutional provision 


» abolishing “paramilitary 
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forces” by making them 


somehow. 
? After the Mendiola 


, PCHR commis- 
threatened to resign 
| @n masse if Ramos was not 
| pemoved and if those res- 
ponsible were not tried. 
| Cory, fearing embarrass- 
| -ment, asked Diokno and his 
_ Boys to stay, promising to 
appoint an investigation 
| committee, It recommended 
‘the prosecution of jaime 
}* Tadeo and an “administra- 
... tive castigation” of the 
| ‘officers-in-charge. 
_ One case disappoints 
' human rights advocates 
‘even more. Cory placed the 
done military casualty in 
; Lupao massacre on a 
tal in her PMA 


i part of the regular army 
' 
' 





ictims and the soldiers who 
i fjred the shots have been 
as mot be justice to date 
not been given. (PCHR 
estigation, which prece- 
the military's, estab- . 
premediatations since 
New People’s Army had 
ithdrawn when the victims, 
| javcluding women and 
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PHILIPPINES 


DURANO OUTLINES SCHEME TO CAPTURE CEBU POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 


Nanila THE MANILA TIMES in English 3 Jun 87 pp 1, 6 


"Durano Gears Up for Power Struggle") 


[Article by Joe Quirino: 


[Text] 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL LAUDS PUBLIC SERVICE UNIONS, OPPOSES ‘ACITATORS' 


Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 4 Jun 87 p 4 


"A Liberating Blow") 


{Editorial: 
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NECULATORY CHAIRMAN SAYS SUGAR CARTEL TALKS FAIL 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 5 Jun 87 p 25 


[Article by Michael M, Alunan) 


[Text] 


. Meves te form 
suew a cartel-like 


The uncertainty 
over the fate of ISO 
and the internal 


’ Sugar Regulatory 
Administration 
(SRA) Chairman 
Arsenio B. Yulo, who 
has just returned 


will again be use- 
leas.” 

' “The big four 
sugar-producers — 
Cuba, Drezil, Austra- 
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REACTION MIXED TO AQUINO KIN IN ELECTIVE OFFICE 
Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 4 Jun 87 pp 1, 9 


[Article by Nick T, Enciso] 
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PHILIPPINES 
{Article by Virgilio P, Robles, former MP and Caloocan City mayor candidate 
“Cheating, 1987 Style"| 


POLITICIAN DESCRIBES METHOD OF ALLEGED POLL CIEATING 
Manila MAKILA CULLETIN in English 1 Jun 87 pp 17, 38 


for congressman, ist District, Caloocan City: 
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BATAAN REBEL OW RELICIOUS TOLERANCE 
Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 9 Jun 87 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Teresa Tunay: “We're Not Codless, Says Rebel Leader”) 


[Text}) Lamao, Bataan--"It is not true that we don't believe in God. People 
just have different concepts of God. For others, God is the one who created 
everything but who cannot be seen; for us, God is the people.” These are the 
words of Ka Noel, a leader of the underground Pambansang Kaisahan ng mga 
Mapbubukin and the Rebolusyonaryong Kilusan ng mga Nagingisda, two organisations 
under the fold of the National Democratic Front, in an exclusive interview with 
THE MANILA TIMES Last Sunday here, 


An cx-seminarian, catechist and acolyte, Ka Noel decried the popular reference 
to communism as a “godless ideology” in today's media. Ka Noel said while 
they in the underground movement tolerated and respected the religious be- 
licfs of others, they firmly believed that the country's economic and political 
problems could not be solved by religion. 


lle caid+ “Religion is too idealistic to be of any use to us, It only raises 
your hopes for nothing, It prolongs the people's suffering by glorifying the 
idea of suffering, Be patient? You as poor as more blessed? Don't react-- 
that's what Cod wants, avoid trouble, low can you bear poverty with meakness? 
As a man, you ought to be concerned with society, you ought to face your prob- 
lems and work for their solution, You can't say “don't kill” when you are 
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PHILIPPINES 


FACTIONS DEBATE POPULATION, LIFE QUALITY ISSUES 


Davao MINDANAO TIMES in English 28 May-4 Jun 87 p 6 


"Pro-life and Pro-choice--Two Views on Population") 


{[Article: 
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ARMY'S OPERATIONS AT CHONG BOK STILL ATTRACT CRITICISM 
Publisher Views Attacks on Aray 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 28 May 87 p 66 
[Speak Thai column by Rattana Yawapraphat: “Opposition Attacks the Military") 


[Excerpts) The attacks on the silitary by the opposition parties have been 
Systematic and continuous. It is believed that some of the illegal leaflets 
and terrible rumors about the silitary and silitary leaders have cose fros 
opposition parties. The army as an institution and individual officers have 
had to respoind to these charges. But in this tense political situation, the 
government and the silitary are at a disadvantage. The prise sinister has held 
this position for almost 7 years and so several interest groups feel very 
constricted. They are starting to cooperate with the opposition to put 
pressure on Gen Pres Tinsulanon to “abandon ship" soon. The political center 
is beginning to feel that if they don't cooperate ic putting pressure on the 
prime sinister, they will giss a golden opportunity. 


Given this situation, the opposition has started to attack the nerve center of 
the military. It is trying to turn the events at Chong Bok into a sajor issue. 
The government has been charged with concealing the fighting there. The 
opposition claigs that our forces have suffered heavy casualties and is 
demanding an answer in parliament. Clearly, until the government sakes up its 
mind about whether or not to respond, it will be the silitary that takes the 
brunt of the attack. In particular, it will be the army and the RTA CINC, who 
is responsible for this silitary ground operation, who will come under attack. 
The longer the government and the army wait to respond to the opposition's 
charges, the gore criticism the opposition and people will heap on tres. 


This is the toughest battle that Gen Prem has faced during his five terms, all 
unelected, as prige sinister. People are now watching to see if he can survive 
to the end of 1987. He still has sany tricks up his sleeve. But the stors 
breaking over hig packs enough wallop to mook off the new pieces that he has 
placed on the board if soldiers whom he regards as his iaportant base 
continue to come under strong rttack. 


The gilitary gust remeaber the recent bitter past. They lost their way and 
worked only to preserve their own interests, and this resulted in shaseful 








lure 

people will help protect the soldiers both today and tomorrow. The word 
does not refer to any particular person. I am not referring to 

Pres or Chawalit. I am referring to all soldiers, including those who are 

retired and those who are still on active duty. The soldiers who support 

Gemocracy and serve the people are the ones whos the people will not forget. 

the ones who will have the cooperation of the people. 


Columnist: Opposition Playing Politics 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 21 May 87 p 5 
[Pact and Fancy column by Wanli Wanlop) 


(Excerpt) Samak Sunthonwet and his colleagues have submitted an urgent motion 
to the Speaker of the House in order to question the sinister of defense. 
There are several issues involved. But gost iaportantly, the opposition 
parties wonder why the army has sent forces to fight at Chong Bok and why 50 
many of our soldiers have been killed. 


Looking at this sotion, the opposition parties feel certain that this will 
have the support of lower-ranking soldiers, because it is the privates and 
NCOs who have to do gost of the fighting. The officers usually stay at 
their headquarters. The igportant thing is that there are sore NCOs than 
comsissioned officers. The opposition party of Samak realizes this and so it 
has hurried to subsit this gotion in parliament. 


The people are watching to see when the Speaker will put this motion on the 
agenda. They are also watching to see if there will be guch fighting. Many 
people wonder when this sotion will be debated. When asked about this, many 
senior silitary officials have answered: the person who submitted this motion 
was probably a Vietnamese. The Thai military is fighting to defend the 
sovereignty and independence of the nation. But instead of being praised, the 
@ilitary is being criticized. Politicians whom Vietnam are using as a 
"fifth-column" are trying to sake an issue of a non-issue. If this continues, 
it will be necessary to investigate the backgrounds of these politicians and 
expose thes to the people. Is this right? This is what the "Bigs" are saying. 


Swoh statements by senior silitary officers carry such weight among the 
people. Soldiers, policemen, and governg@ent officials tend to agree. As a 
result, the people are looking at those politicians who have submitted this 
sotion and wonder what they are up to. They wonder whether the fact that 
soldiers have been sent to fight and die is the fault of the sinister of 
defense. In combat, anyone who is shot or steps on a gine may very well be 
killed. But the politicians are not fighting in this battle. Instead, they are 
fighting a war of words and have lost the respect of the people. 


Besides this, there have been reports that the silitary has not lobbied to 
have the opposition withdraw this sotion. They want this gotion to come before 
parliasent. Because if there is a debate on this sotion, they are sure that 
the opposition will be defeated just as in the past. Thus, those who signed 
this sotion are now in the position of a person who has a bone stuck in his 
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throat. They can't swallow it, and they can't spit it out. They are frightened 
but can't even shout for help. Morever, election time is approaching again. 
Tne people are bored. Politics in our country is very confusing. No one knows 
wis is who. People don't know on whom to rely. They are suspicious of the 
opposition, because the military has said that these are "Vietnamese" who have 
been sent to destroy things here. Even though Thai soldiers are fighting and 
dying for their country, they have been accused of being impure. 


In short, the image of the opposition, particularly the party of "Mr Pink," 
Samak Sunthonwet, has been tarnished badly. He was the one who spoke first, 
and his voice is not as loud as those who spoke second. The soldiers have 
dared to risk their lives, but that is not the case with the opposition. To 
draw another analogy, the opposition is like a man who has fallen into barbed 
wire. They have encountered many hardships. In the future, they will have 
little bite left. And in the end they will fly into the flame like a moth. 


Columnist Questions Army Explanation 
Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in Thai 17-23 May 87 p 11 
[Chat Outside Parliament column by Chatawa Klinsunthon] 


[Text] "The appearance of Vietnamese forces in Thai territory does notprovide 
clear evidence that they have violated international law or the UN Charter. 
But this is still a violation of Thailand's sovereignty and integrity. Vietnam 
violated international law and the UN Charter when it sent 140,000 troops to 
seize control of Cambodia, which it has occupied ever since 1979. ASEAN has 
condemned Vietnam for invading Thailand and demanded that -ie.nam withdraw its 
forces from Thailand immediately," said the Singaporean minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr S. Dhanabalan, in his capacity as the chairman of the ASEAN 
Committee. 


This was an attempt on the part of ASEAN. And it was an attempt by the Thai 
government to implement its foreign policy with respect to the problems that 
we face along the Cambodian border. Vietnam has seized control of territory 
here. These efforts were in addition to the military effort to expel the 
Vietnamese and defend our territorial sovereignty. 


There has been continuous fighting between Vietnamese troops and our brave 
troops. Besides the losses suffered in combat, this has tarnished our image 
and ruined the investment and tourist climate in Thailand, and this has 
affected the morale of the Thai people. 


Reports about the fighting along the Thai-Cambodian border between the Thai 
and Vietnamese forces usually reach foreigners abroad very quickly. But Thai 
who are not very interested in following the news know very little about this. 
The reports printed by the Thai newspapers are very limited. Their stories are 
based on the data provided by the military. What is worth noting is that the 
stories reaching people elsewhere in the world are very detailed. 








As a member of the Thai mass media, I am quite willing to do my job, or 
present the news, based on what is good for the country. I am aware of the 
fact that I am a Thai. But even so, I am concerned about truth and fairness. 


For those who follow the news, it seems as if our neighbors follow things here 
very closely. Even the trip to China by the RTA CINC, which may or may not 
have concerned the border situation, was reported in foreign newspapers. 


Actually, we know that the terrain in the Chong Bok area in Ubon Ratchathani 
Province facilitates an incursion by foreign forces while making it difficult 
for our forces to retake the area. Thus, because we have launched a major 
operation, we have suffered heavy casualties. The army has stated this on 
various occasions. If you compute the casualties and the money spent in the 
struggle along the border, the figures for Chong Bok, which is the area of 
responsibility of the 2d Army Area, will be greater than those for other 
points both now and in the past. 


The army should know which points are dangerous and which points are weak,or 
sensitive, spots. There should be a resolute commander or highly efficient 
force in place to retaliate against the Vietnamese. I am speaking like a 
nationalist and Thai who does not want to see us at a disadvantage or see us 
suffer losses. 


As for what has happened at Chong Bok, which is the area of responsibility of 
the 2d Army Area, it is generally known that we have suffered heavy 
casualties. But no one knows for sure exactly how many casualties. Reporters 
have observed that Thailand has concealed the number of casualties. Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RTA CINC, said that "there has not been any attempt 
to conceal things. The insurance companies that provide life insurance for 
soldiers have revealed the number of sol Mers wounded and killed." 


- Samak Sunthonwet, the leader of the Prachakon Thai Party has submitted an 
urgent motion in parliament on the situation at Chong Bok. But it has not yet 
been placed on the agenda. "I was surprised that the motion contained a few 
» stakes. When the Speaker of the House asked me to correct these, I did so. 1 

liso submitted an attachment. But the Speaker said that this was still not in 
order and that it would have to be signed again. I was surprised and wondered 
why this was the case," said the leader of the Prachakon Thai Party. 


Actually, this matter should be reviewed and discussed to determine whether it 
should be kept secret. I have to say this even though I would like the 
military to respond to the motion. Because I, too, would like to know. But if 
if it is a secret and if it is something that can affect the morale of the 
troops and peopie in general, then disclosing this should be discussed 
carefully. As 1 said above, if this would affect the investment atmosphere and 
the creation of jobs or if it would affect solving the economic problems or 
the implementation of the government's policy on the Visit Thailand Year, an 
exception should be made. But if this is something that can be disclosed to 
the public, then it should be disclose’. The people should be informed. 


This would strengthen patriotism and nationalism during this period of 
t,ouble. Because it isn't only solciers who love their country and who are 
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willing to make sacrifices for the country. The rest of us who live here are 
just as patriotic. Let's play by the rules. 


Editorial Faults Army Explanation 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 19 May 87 p 6 
[Editorial: "Parliament and the Military"] 


[Excerpts] The motion filed by Prachakon Thai Party MPs to have the minister 
of defense explain the situation and facts concerning the fighting at Chong 
Bok along the Thai-Cambodian border has drawn an immediate response from 
senior army officers, who have said that what these MPs have done is 
inapproporate and that this is tantamount to meddling in military affairs 
unnecessarily. 


Actually, the MPs acted in accord with Articles 135 and 136 of the 
constitution, which stipulate that senators and MPs have the right to 
Supervise national administration by questioning ministers about their work. 
If MPs do not carry out their duties in accord with the powers stipulated in 
the constitution in a responsible and straightforward manner, how can they 
carry out their role in supervising national administration? 


Tne fact that certain senior military officers have expressed dissatisfaction 
about the action taken by MPs shows that they do not understand the 
constitution. This can be construed to mean that these officers lack respect 
for parliament even though, in reality, parliament is the legislative branch 
while the military is just one of the organizations within the administrative 
branch. 


The fact that these MPs have submitted this motion concerning the situation at 
Chong Bok shows that they are concerned about the military and the nation's 
sovereignty. But if the Ministry of Defense feels that it would be 
inappropriate to debate this publicly, it should rely on the cabinet 
resolution to clear up things and reach an understanding with MPs. The fact 
that certain senior military officers have expressed their views on this is 
probably an expression of the views of soldiers in the field. But if these 
officers understand the constitution and remember their military discipline, 
they should make their views known through the chain of command instead of 
speaking out freely as if the minister of defense and parliament have no 
meaning. By doing this, they are just creating problems unnecessarily. 


Columnist Faults PAVN, Supports Opposition Doubts 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 21 May 87 p 5 
{Ta Mo Lo column: "The Military and the Cambodian Situation" } 
[Excerpts] I think that we should calm down and talk to each other. I am 
referring to the opposition's motion about the military situation along the 


Cambodian border. It seems that Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RTA CINC, is 
angry and that he feels that the opposition has criticized his subordinates. I 
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do not think that the opposition submitted this motion in order to criticize 
anyone. The opposition probably did this out of concern. 


I view the fighting along the Thai-Cambodian border through the eyes of a 
civilian. This fighting has been going on for a long time, and the fighting 
will continue as long as Vietnam continues to occupy Cambodia. 


Vietnam sent forces across the border into Thailand in order to aggravate the 
conflict with Thailand. Thailand grew tired of this and pursued the Vietnamese 
soldiers across the border into Cambodia. At that time, Vietnam claimed that 
Thailand had invaded Cambodia or occupied Cambodian territory. They used the 
fact that we had crossed the border as an excuse to strengthen their hold on 
Cambodia. 


Today, Vietnam constantly prays that Thailand will send forces into Cambodia, 
but Thailand has not done so. If Thailand should send forces into Cambodia, 
Vietnam would celebrate for 3 days.Thus, Vietnam frequently sends troops into 
Thailand in order to tempt Thailand to attack them. When Thailand refuses to 
attack, they fire artillery in order to induce us to retaliate. If Thailand 
fails to respond. they will step up their incursions and stir up more and more 
trouble. Thus, Thailand must take steps to ensure that Vietnam does not set up 
bases here or keep its forces here too long. Such fighting is very tiresome, 
because there is no end in sight. 


However, in this fighting, lives are at stake. Lives are very precious. Thus, 
I would like to see us win. At the same time, I hope that none of our soldiers 
are killed. I hope that our losses are as small as possible. 


I feel that the Thai-Cambodian torder is a special battlefield. That is, this 
is fighting in which no one seems to want to win a decisive victory. This is 
protracted fighting. No one knows how many years this will continue. At the 
Same time, the enemy must be prevented from occupying the area for too long. 
That would give the enemy a strategic, tactical, and political advantage. If 
we have the advantage, we should fight. If we are at a disadvantage, we should 
hold back until we have the advantage. We should not commit troops 
unnecessarily. There is no need to rush in troops. In a protracted fight like 
this, the important thing is to save the lives of the troops. Commanders must 
fight wisely and not risk the lives of their troops unncesssarily. 


The fact that MPs, even if they are members of the opposition, are talking 
about the military shows that they recognize the value of the military and 
that they are concerned. Ever though their way of expressing themselves may be 
somewhat irritating, this does, nevertheless, show that they are concerned. 
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ARMY REACTS TO BORDER WAR CRITICISM; WEAKNESSES NOTED 
Enlisted Man Comments, Chawalit Buys Dinner 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 19 May 87 pp 1, 2 


(Excerpt) At 1730 hours on 18 May at the King Monkut's Hospital, Gen Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut, the RTA CINC, and a group of senior officers arrived to visit the 
soldiers who had been wounded during field operations. Gen Chawalit gave each 
of the 181 wounded soldiers 500 baht and treated them to dinner. 


Besides this, Gen Cahwalit ordered Lt Gen Singha Saowaphak, the director of 
the King Monkut's Medical Center, to repair the air conditioner, because the 
recovery ward was too hot. He ordered him to send hig a report as soon as 
possible. 


Lt Gen Singha told reporters that 137 soldiers wounded in the fighting at 
Chong Bok in Nam Yun district, Unbon Ratchathani Province, have been treated 
at the King Monkut's Hospital. The wounded began arriving at the 
hospital in December 1986. Some have recovered and been discharged. Today, 
only 113 remain hospitalized. Wounded soldiers have also been sent to the Ubon 
Ratchathani provincial hospital for treatment, but he does not know the exact 
number. 


Reporters also took this opportunity to talk with some of the wounded soldiers 
about the situation at Chong Bok and the action taken by the opposition 
parties, which submitted an urgent motion to the House of Representatives. 
Sergeant Anan Kaenko, who is attached to the 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry 
Regiment, and who was wounded in the left eye by a piece of shrapnel, said 
that the reason why the Thai forces have suffered so many casualties this time 
is that we allowed Vietnamese forces to cross the border and hold Thai 
territory for too long. The Vietnamese troops have planted a large number of 
mines. Besides this, it is very difficult to conduct operations in the terrain 
here, and our troops frequently come under attack. The 2d Army Region has had 
to send in reinforcements. He said that recently, an officer questioned hig on 
the situation there and asked for his views on how to conduct operations. He. 
told him that Thai forces do not have a fortified base. When the enemy fires 
at our forces, we suffer heavy casualties. Besides this, we do not have enough 
mine sweepers and so it is difficult to conduct operations. The Chong Bok area 
is a very mountainous area. Thus, logistics is a problen. 
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Sergeant Anan said that the Vietnamese soldiers use scarves of Thai soldiers 
to trick Thai soldiers into entering Vietnamese-controlled areas. They speak 
the Lao language and use the scarves to signal the Thai soldiers to come 
forward. They yell, “we have already taken the hill.” When the Thai soldiers 
move forward, they are fired on. Many soldiers have been lost this way. 


Sergeant Anan spoke about MPs submitting a motion on the situation at Chong 
Bok. He said that if the MPs had gone and seen things for themselves, they 
probably wouldn't have done this. Great sacrifices have been made. If the MPs 
go there, they will know what the situation is like. The soldiers have a duty 
to perform, and the MPs should be sympathetic. 


Chawalit Defends Army Performance 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 20 May 87 pp 1, 16 


[Excerpt] At 0930 hours on 19 May at the army auditorium, Gen Chawalit 
Yongehaiyut, the RTA CINC, was interviewed about a statement made by Sergeant 
Anan Chaemko, who is attached to the 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 
Suratham Phithak Camp, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Sergeant Anan mentioned the 
scarves worn by soldiers that identify their unit and platoon. The Vietnamese 
troops remove these scarves from dead Thai soldiers and then put them on in 
order to get near Thai soldiers. We have suffered casualties as a result of 
this weakness. 


Gen Chawalit said that this has been the experience of those operating in the 
field. Sergeant Anan has pointed out a shortcoming that needs to be corrected. 
That is, the Vietnamese remove these scarves from Thai soldiers and then use 
them to signal to Thai soldiers, who think that they are friendly forces. This 
is because there is no frontline there. But it should be understood that we do 
not wear these scarves for decoration. Soldiers use these in difficult 
Situations, such as when they have been shot and need to stop the bleeding. If 
the enemy is using these to their advantage, something must be done to solve 
this problem. This is a matter for the units to handle. He said that he had 
not been aware of this. 


The reporter said that besides the matter of the scarves, Sergeant Anan also 
talked about the shortage of mine sweepers and the issue of bunkers. The RTA 
CINC said that what Sergeant Anan said is correct. The enemy has built strong 
positions. Even though we are using ground-piercing ammunition, the mines that 
they have planted still pose a great problew. We must struggle against this. 
The infantry has to enter those aréas. We must try to reduce our casualties 
and gain the advantage. Officials are already making a great effort. 


Gen Chawalit also said that many times, he would rather not answer certain 
questions. But if he refuses to answer, people will accuse him of concealing 
things. But answering these questions puts those in the field at a 
disadvantage and results in losses. He asked people to understand this. He 
said that just talking to each other with good intentions doesn’t mean that 
there won't be problems. 
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Reporters then went and talked with Sergeant Anan, who is recovering at the 
King Monkut's Hospital. Sergeant Anan is proud that his superiors have 
listened to his ideas. He said that the gost isgportant thing right now is that 
Vietnas is waging a war of nerves in order to frighten us. They try to harass 
us. Sometimes, we see them, but we can't fire. Because if we fire and siss, we 
will die. Usually, we don't use firing methods. Also, they know us, but we 
Gon't know thems. This is the blind spot. 


The reporters asked how many Vietnamese soldiers are in ite area. Sergeant 
Anan said that there are many there. We have allowed them to stay there for 
too long. They have built algost permanent bases there. But we will be able to 
expel them if we don't run into obstacles and more blind spots. 


Sergeant Anan fought at Chong Bok in Nam Yun District, Ubon Ratchathani 
Province, and was wounded in the left eye, left shoulder, and left hand. He 
once received a commendatioa from Gen Athit Kamlangek, the former RTA CINC, 
for his actions in helping to seize Hill 361 in Sangkha District, Surin 
Province. He said that he has seen much combat but never any as fierce as 
this. But he has confidence in the capabilities of our forces and will return 
to duty if he is able. 


Air Chief Marshal Phaniang Kantarat, the minister of defense, said that he is 
prepared to respond to the gotion filed by opposition MPs concerning the 
Situation at Chong Bok. He said that he went to observe the situation at Chong 
Bok yesterday in preparation for answering the questions of MPs. 


The miniter of defense said that as for the situation at Chong Bok, at 
present, officials from several sectors are providing help. This includes both 
the Ministry of Interior and \.e Ministry of Defense. He said that even though 
a large number of our soldiers have been killed, the number is not too large. 
In combat, there will always be casualties. At present, the army is in good 
control of the situation. 


General Criticizes Reporting 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 22 May 87 pp 1, 16 


(Unattribute) report: "Soldiers Criticize Feporting, Say That We Can Control 
Chong Bok") 


[Excerpt] At 1000 hours on 21 May 1987 at Supreme Command Headquarters, Lt 
Gen Wichit Bunyawat, the director of the Information Office, Supreme Command 
Headquarters, issued a joint statement together with representatives of the 
three branches of service and the Commissioner's Office of the Border Patrol 
Police on the general situation. He began by issuing an appeal to the mass 
media about their reporting of the fight to expel the Vietnamese troops at 
Chong Bok. He said that certain weekly newspapers have printed stories that 
have given information to the enemy about our military operations and about 
our weaknesses even though the operations were still underway. This has had 
negative consequences for us, that is, soldiers have been killed, and placed 
us at a disadvantage. Thus, he appealed to them to stop this in view of the 
fact that this benefits the enemy. 
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Lt Gen Wichit also talked about the present situation along the Thai-Cambodian 
border. He said that besides carrying on operations in accord with Plan K5, 
Vietnam has also sent troops and weapons to the Thai-Cambodian border in Surin 
Province. As for the tri-border area at Chong Bok in Nam Yun District, Vietnas 
continues to gove up troops to support the invasion of Thailand by elements of 
its 315th Division. This is a clear violation of Thailand's sovereignty. We 
have sent forces to expel them and have achieved results. We have destroyed 
@any igportant targets within the combat zone even though we have faced heavy 
resistance from enemy forces using a variety of weapons and suffered losses. 
At present, we are working to build a secure border. We are in control of 
Chong Bok and other iagportant areas. We have sent reconnaissance teags on 
missions throughout the area in order to expel all Vietnamese forces. At 
present, there is still heavy fighting. The eneay is trying to saintain its 
hold on Thai territory and prevent us from retaking this territory. 


The director of the Information Office also disclosed that the enemy is still 
firing artillery shells into Thai territory. Their artillery has killed Thai 
citizens and destroyed their property. But we have taken steps to prevent 
losses. For example, shelters and bunkers have been built in the villages. 
Even though tne situation is still unsettled, the morale of the Thai people is 
very good. They are ready to cooperate with officials in the struggle against 
the invaders. 


Draftee Comments on Desertions 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 May 87 p 4 
[Letters column: "Voice from Chong Bok") 
[Text] 3 May 1987 
To: The Editor of KHAO PHISET 


I am writing this letter in red ink to symbolize blood and resentment. I am a 
draftee and was sent to fight the Vietnamese at Chong Bok, where the fighting 
continues. If I had not been drafted, I would not have joined the army. I as 
the son of a farmer who grows glutinous rice. I am not the son of a Chink or 
rich financier who is able to avoid the draft. About 40 soldiers have been 
killed this time. But this has been concealed. But many “clever” soldiers have 
deserted. People have deserted from the Nam Phung Camp. Several people have 
been put in the stockade. My friends and I are not professional soldiers 
and yet we have had to engage in hand-to-hand combat with the Vietnamese. 
Several of my friends have been bayoneted to death. Their bodies were cremated 
at Wat Saphadam in Sakon Nakhon. The fighting has been very heavy. But some 
people have deserted. If they had not deserted but stayed and helped fight the 
Vietnamese, I am sure that more Vietnamese would have been killed. 


But they fled. The Vietnamese have been able to retrieve their dead. But 
instead of helping us fight, these people deserted. I harbor great resentment 
against these deserters. Also, there are many officers who talk well but who 
don't k ow anything about fighting. They claim to love the country.... I am 











sure that the Vietnamese would have been afraid of someone like Col Prachak. I 
do not harbor any resentment against the Vietnamese. Rather, I feel resentment 
against some of my fellow Thai. I hate those who just talk and boast. I, too, 
am thinking of deserting. If a draftee flees into the Phu Phan jungle, it's 
unlikely that anyone will dare go after his. 


Sincerely, 
A Draftee, a Scum 
Sakon Nakhon and Kalasin 
Army Sources: Casualties Higher Than Admitted 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 May 87 pp 12-14 
[Excerpt] Smoke From the 2d Army Region; Chong Bok, Isaraphong's Bad Dream 


The operation at Chong Bok, a hellish area, will probably continue to cast a 
pall over things. What is bothering people the gost is the casualties. Gen 
Chawalit and many other senior officers become irritated whenever someone 
mentions or asks about this. The army has said that 45 soldiers have been 
killed. But this figure conflicts with other reports coming from the 2d Aray 
Region. Most of the reports say that the actual figure ic auch higher. 


At the same time, one MP from Ubon Ratchathani told KHAO PHISET that he is 
trying to check the rumors that the "army sent almost 200 Pa Wai paratroopers, 
or ‘red-hel@eted soldiers,’ into battle and that almost all of them were 
killed." Because if this is true, it was a terrible mistake. 


"I know that some battalion commanders of the rank of lieutenant colonel have 
been killed in this operation. But no reports have been issued. I will follow 
this matter. Because if our side has made mistakes, perhaps we can help fird a 
Way to reduce the number of casualties. This is very important. It is better 
than sitting around and saying that this and that person is a Vietnamese," 
Said this MP. 


A news source in the 2d Army Region told KHAO PHISET that it must be admitted 
that we have suffered heavy casualties in the Chong Bok fighting. Pesides 
senior people in the army, the 2d Aray Region commander, that is, Lt Gen 
Isaraphong Nunphakdi, is very upset about this. Because if we suffer heavy 
casualties, that will affect the prestige of the senior officer here, that is, 
the army region commander, and reflect poorly on his skills. 


Lt Gen Isaraphong is a key member of CRMA [Chulachomklao Royal Military 
Academy) Class 5. He is one of three Class 5 members who have reached the rank 
of lieutenant general. Lt Gen Isaraphong has served most of his career with 
urban military units. Before being appointed deputy commander of the 2d Army 
Region in October 1985 and commander in October 1986, he served as the 
commander of the 1st King's Guard Division, which opposed the 9 September 1985 
rebellion. 











There have been reports and certain groups of soldiers have tried to spread 
rugors to the effect that his assignment to the 2d Army Region displeased CRMA 
Class 5 and made them "unhappy." They felt that he sould have been appointed 
ist Aray Region comsgander, which would have enabled hig to “show his fora" 
better. Today, the events at Chong Bok are testing the skills of Lt Gen 


Isaraphong. This is a strong storm through which he sust pass. 
Conclusion: Chon, Bok Has Been a "Lesson" 


Even after Samak Sunthonwet submits his urgent motion in parliament on 21 May, 
Chong Bok will probably continue to be a bloody battlefield. Thailand sust 
expel the invaders in order to preserve its sovereignty. However, a news 
report from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed KHAO PHISET that a 
problem that is just as important as the fighting is the “map” issue, which is 
Sigilar to the argument that Thailand is having with Laos over the three 
villages. That is, in the Chong Bux area, there are at least three hills that 
the Heng Samrin faction, with the support of Vietnam, claiags belong to 
Cambodia. Thailand claims that they belong to Thailand. 


Thus, the issue involves "maps." Thailand uses gaps prepared by the United 
States while the Heng Sagrin faction uses maps prepared by the French. These 
two sets of maps differ on various points. Thus, until this issue is resolved, 
there wii. ~ontinue to be conflicts. And as everyone mows, such problemas are 
very diff.cult to solve. Just look at the problem involving the three 
villages. We nave still not been able to reach an agreement. 


Thus, the Chong Bok issue is filled with lessons, and there are a variety of 
conclusions to which Thailand can come in order to solvethe problem. All 
factions will have to be very broadminded in order to draw the right 
conclusions from these lessons. 


Suranari Task Force Officer, Others Comment 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 May 87 pp 14-17 


(Unattributed report: "Repercussions From Chong Bok: Statements by Soldiers 
From the Battlefield") 


[Text] Many people are probably interested in what is 
happening at Chong Bok. KHAO PHISET has published several 
articles on this. We feel obligaterc to present as many of the 
facts as possible. Thus, in addition to the initial report 
published above, we will now turn to statements made by brave 
soldiers at both the planning and field levels. As for those 
who have seen action in the field, KHAO PHISET had a chance 
to talk with people when Lt Gen Prasoet Sanrut and Maj Gen 
Montri Thipphayawathi, the adjutant general and deputy 
adjutant general respectively, went to give 200 baht to each 
of the 179 soldiers wounded in battle at Chong Bok and along 
the border on behalf of Gen Athit Kamlangek, the forser 
supreme commander. 
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Col Phoemsak Wongsarot, the Chief of Staff of the Suranari Force 


At the argy auditoriums on 14 May 1987, at a ceregony presided over by Gen 
Sunthon Khongsogphong, the assistant RTA CINC, to bestow insignia of rank and 
flying decorations on army air cadets, Col Phoemsak Wongsarot, the chief of 
staff of the Suranari Force, was awarded a decoration, too. After the 
ceregony, reporters showed hia the issue of KHAO PHISET with the cover 
headline “Secret Documents From Chong Bok, the Most Expensive Lesson in the 
History of Combat" and then asked his about what has happened there. Col 
Phoemsak explained things as follows: 


Everything Possible Is Being Dong To Preserve Democracy 


We began by sending infantry to help expel them. The initial force consisted 
of only three companies of thahan phran irregulars. But because the fighting 
continued to drag on, we had to change the plan, that is, we committed all the 
combat forces available to us in order to achieve the objective in accord with 
the policy of the RTA CINC, who wanted to expel the Vietnamese as quickly as 
possible. Because this was the policy, the Suranari Force, or 2d Army Region, 
had to take quick action. We have tried to use the siniagua force necessary. 


It @ust be admitted that the jungle terrain in the Chong Bok area is very 
difficult terrain. The terrain hinders operations. Just getting to the area is 
difficult. We are now experiencing two agajor problems. One is that the enesy 
is using artillery set up across the border. The other is the difficulty of 
the terrain. The enemy has planted gany mines. They planted these sines a long 
ti@e ago to block us. They have the advantage over us, because they have been 
in the area for a long tige. They have been operating in this area for a long 
tim@e. Our forces have not operated in the'r territory. We have always kept our 
forces on our side of the border. That is, we have adhered to international 
law. But Vietnam, which is now occupying Cambodia, has ingored international 
law. However, only a small force has crossed into Thailand. 


As for the hills that have been in the news, I want to say that we can reach 
all the hills that have been in our hands. But we can’t get to those that they 
have occupied, because they have set up fields of fire. Whenever we try to 
carry on operations, they deploy s@all forces and use their firepower to 
destroy us. As a result, we have suffered casualties. This has forced us to 
change our tactics. We will no longer operate as large units. Instead, we will 
use Ss@all teags in an effort to seize the hills. Frog now on, we won't 
consider how gany people wight be lost in an operation. Our only thought is to 
do everything necessary to maintain our sovereignty. 


In Combat, There Will Be Casualties; the Enemy Has Suffered Heavier Casualties 


We consider a military combat operation to be an ordinary satter. In combat, 
there will always be casualties. The reports that have appeared are not in 
accord with the facts. Commanders at all levels in the 2d Aray Region are at 
the front. [t's just that they don't stay there all the tige. The argy region 
commander has visited every base and tried to rotate the senior officers. 
Everyone is prepared to fight side by side with his subordinates. We are 
continuing in this ganner. We have not tried to twist the facts or conceal the 











losses. It gust be adgitted that there will be casualties. But if we suffer 
fewer casualties than the enemy, we view that as a victory. I can attest to 
the fact that the enemy's casualties have been heavier than ours. We have 
learned this from questioning soldiers and so on. But I don't think that it 
would be good for us to count bodies. That is not our nature. The Vietnasese 
soldiers who have surrendered or who have been caputred have clearly stated 
that they knew that they were in Thailand and that they had been ordered to 
cross the border into Thailand. This shows that intended to violate our 


sovereignty. 


In this fighting, the decision as to whether to use large or small forces 
Gepends on the situation and the enesy. Thus, the fact that we used large 
forces and suffered heavy casualties does not sean that we suffered a defeat. 
The fact that we have now turned to using small units does not mean that we 
suffered a defeat. The tactics used depend on the situation and on what the 
enewy is doing. 


Explanation of the Events of 14 May, Correction of KHAO PHISET Report 


(Reporter) What about the reports that there have been command problems and 
fighting between our own units. 


(Answer) Those reports are not true. We have worked together. Thahan phran 
irregulars took Hill 500 together. 


(Reporter) KHAO PHISET reported that at 0655 hours on 14 April, thahan phran 
irregulars seized the hill. But the infantry units that vere supposed to 
provide support failed to do so. As a result 60-70 gen were trapped. 


(Answer) That's not true. What happened was this. This was a three-pronged 
attack. In the rear, the Vietnamese were not prepared and so we were able to 
launch a surprise attack. We sent in gain-force troops from the front. But 
they ran into a gine field and suffered heavy casualties. The tiging was 
disrupted. That is, the one group was ready. But the others weren't. This was 
Supposed to be a three-pronged attack. But only one group was ready. And the 
one that was ready was jvst a s@all unit. The men had to cross two hilis. If 
we could have, we would have sent the mgain-force units in from the north and 
south. But they had positioned forces to intercept us in those directions. 
They had gine fields there. And so we couldn't reach the objective. The enemy, 
who was operating close to the border, was able to send in reinforcements to 
put pressure on us from the rear. Because of this pressure, our sa@all forces 
had to withdraw. When the others learned that they had withdrawn, they had to 
turn back, too. That's all. It's not true that one group did not provide 
Support. They went together. 


And it was not just thahan phran irregulars who advanced. Main-force elements 
were involved, too. That is, our attack teams in the rear were composed of 
both sain-force elements and thahan phran irregulars. However, gost of the 
@ain forces were sent in from the two frontal directions. Stated siaply, the 
@ain-force units approached from the front. It's not true that they didn't 
move forward. They want into mine fields and so their advance was slowed. At 
the same time, the attack from the rear got underway. As a result, there was a 











lack of coordination. Things did not go according to plan. That is, ve 
launched a coordinated attack. But some elesents encountered opposition and 
were not able to reach their objectives on tige. We did not secure our rear. 
This is the first tise that we have been cut off from the rear. But we 
@anaged to take our objective. When we reached there, a thahan phran irregular 
ran up and tossed a grenade at the enesy troops. Three or four of thes vere 
killed. We lost one gan, the one who threw the grenade. We succeeded in taking 
the nill from the rear. 


At 0800 the next sorning, I watched things through binoculars. They were very 
tricky. We felt very happy that we had seized the hill. They tried to teapt 
us into their line of fire. That is, they emplaced saail forces in various 
positions. They tried to teapt us into taking the hills. When we tried to 
advance, they igmediately sobilized fire from seven or eight bases along the 
border. This is one of the lessons that we have learned. We have changed our 
tactics. 


MPs Aren't As Well Informed As Soldiers, Fewer Than 100 Have Died 


(Reporter) KHAO PHISET has printed stories to the effect that the Suranari 
Force has been careless and that it has not studied the terrain in detail 
before launching an operation. 


(Answer) How such time should be spent studying things? That is sy question. 
We didn't start just recentiy. I have been involved in gaking plans for a year 
now. This is the second year. I am responsible for gaking pians. 


(Reporter) Recently, there have been reports that after the D-9 operation was 
launched, there were so sany casualties that troop sorale began to suffer. As 
a result, MPs will sub@it questions in parliament. 


(Answer) You can write that MPs can't possibly be as well inforged as as 
soldiers about what is happening. Go an ask the wounded soldiers how their 
morale is. Ask soldiers whether they are prepared to go fight again and 
whether they want to get revenge for their friends. Those who haven't been in 
combat can't understand. Every solaier is afraid at first. But after he has 
been in combat for a few days, he loses his fear. After he has seen friends 
wounded and killed, his only thought is to get revenge. They lose about 10 for 
every one of ours. If one of our soldiers is wounded, thahan phran irregulars 
immediately go out on an operation. 


(Reporter) Actually, the losses should be disclosed. Otherwise, no one is 
clear about the real number. People say that hundreds have been killed. 


(Answer) That's incorrect. I can confirg that we haven't suffered that sany 
killed. Fewer than 100 have died. The enemy uses heavy weapons and so people 
are frequently wounded by shrapnel. Fewer than 10 people have been killed by 
small-ares fire. Most of our operations are conducted in jungle terrain. They 
establish fire points. When our troops enter these areas, they fire artillery 
and gortars at those points. This is how we have suffered sost of our losses. 
We have suffered fewer than 100 killed. That gany gay have been wounded. 
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(Reporter) You can't expect to conceal things in such an operation. 


(Answer) You have to unvorsiand the nature of the fighting. They are using 
small operations teams. iy are using guerrilla sethods like the communist 
terrorists in the past. If we are at this point, they stir up trouble 
somewhere else. They are not carrying on battalion- or company-strength 
operations. We would like to send in a battalion to put an end to the satter. 
But when we attack at one point, they disappear ang turn up somewhere else. 
They are using harassing tactics. 


As for the D-9 Operation, we will switch to D 11, 12, and 13. We can do this. 
However, our foremost objective is to expel these forces. We cannot allow 
thes to regain in this area, because this is Thai territory. No satter how 
long it takes and no satter how gany casualties we suffer, we have to expel 
thes from this area. 


We Are at a Disadvantage 


Originally, we were able to control all the hills. In some areas, we cose 
under sortar fire. Thus, we avoid these dangerous areas. We advance on targets 
that we can control. There are several areas involved. The enemy has the 
advantage over us. They can use vehicles from across the border. But for us, 
the road to Chong Bok is blocked. There is only one road. Along the border 
here is a sountain range about 8 km long. There was one road through the Chong 
Bok area. They already have roads. After they came into this area, they built 
roads in their area. You have to mow the terrain here. It's not that the foot 
of the hill belongs to them and the peak belongs to us. Today, they have the 
advantage in that the hill tops belong to thes. They belong to them and to 
Cambodia. Thus, they have roads and use vehicles. They have to walk only 300 
gseters to reach their objectives. But we have to sove 7 ks. This puts us at a 
great disadvantage. But we don't have to talk about using argor here. The area 
is not suited to the use of :rmor. Neither side can use arsor here. 


The 24 Aray Region Com@ander Has Combat Experience; Conclusion, There Is 
Nothing To Worry About 


The senior people in the aray are aware of what we are doing here. We are 
taking action on our own. We have to be very careful about committing troops 
to battle and exposing thes to danger. We have considered things very 
carefully. In particular, the 2¢ Aray Region comsander, Lt Gen [saraphong 
Nunphakdi, has combat experience. The use of forces depends on the enemy. it 
depends on what they plan to do. Wi ‘ave not suffered heavy casualties. But we 
are not being dogmatic. We are gaking changes. We are gradually making 
progress. It takes time. We can’t end the fighting in 1 day or send in large 
forces to expel them. That would be careless. We are constantly sodifying our 
plans. We k»ow what our weaknesses are. We are correcting our shortcomings so 
that we oan destroy the enemy. 


From what we have seen, they do not seem to be intent on seizing permanent 
control of the area. They have dug ordinary foxholes. But it is difficult to 
Gislodge thes, because these are vidual foxholes. When our forces approach 





their position, they throw their foxholes. We have not tried to 














seize these points, because there does not seem to be much use in doing so. If 
we move into one area, they move to another area. That would just increase our 
losses. But we have to do something to keep them out of other areas. We know 
where they are and so we don't approach those points. But if they try to move 
into other areas, there is a clash. Because we are engaging them in this 
manner, it is impossible to say how long the fighting will last. But we don't 
have to commit many forces. At present, we are using small forces. 


Here, I would like to say that there is no cause for alarm. If we suffer heavy 
losses or make a major mistake, all we have to do is change our combat 
tactics. 


Captain Comments on Tactics 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 May 87 p 15 


{Comment by Cpt Puranit Bunyamanop, age 29, a company commander with the 1st 
Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment] 


I was ordered to take a force to drive the Vietnamese off Hill 382. I used 
elements of my company to form Special Action Unit 6034. My right arm was hit 
by a piece of shrapnel and broken. Many of my men were wounded and several 
were killed. 


I really don't want to say much about what happened that day. It was very bad. 
I led my men there about 1100 hours. We were about 300-400 meters from the 
Vietnamese. We did not know that the Vietnamese would lay down heavy fire 
before they retreated. I and my men thought that they had all left and so we 
moved forward to clear the area in order to set up our base. But we came under 
fire and could not determine their positions. All we saw were the incoming 
Shells. When we came wnder attack, there wasn't time see what was happening. 
Everyone started firing and mines exploded. 


If we could defeat them easily, we would probably have sent in reinforcements 
a long time ago. Now, we can hardly get near them. Only a few elements have 
broken through. But those that have gotten near them haven't been able to hold 
their position because reinforcements have not been sent up. Thus, we are now 
engaged in a prolonged fight. 


As for who has the advantage, I think that they enjoy the advantage, because 
the hills are very high and so they nave a clear view of us. They can fire at 
us at any time before we know what is happening. But in terms of courage, I 
think that our troops are much braver than the Vietnamese troops. There is a 
great difference. But I don't know whether we will win. The situation is very 
difficult. I have heard that they nave sent in reinforcements in order to 
frighten us. But actually, there are prohably just small elements left. I 
think that we will win eventually. I pray that I am right about this. 
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Officer: ‘Vietnamese Better Than We Are' 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 May 87 p 16 


(Comment by Cpt Chamnan Suwanchawi, age 31, a deputy company commander with 
the 3d Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment] 


[Text] I led a company to the top of Hill 376. This was known as the Thong 
Kaeo Special Action Company. We had been in the area for 2 days when I saw 
Vietnamese soldiers operatingthere. I was surprised, because before we 
arrived, thahan phran irregulars had cleared the area. I told my men not to 
fire at the Vietnamese because that would give away our position. 


Frankly, we did not know whether we were surrounded or not. We found out later 
when we saw four Vietnamese soldiers walking in the open about 15 meters from 
our position in an attempt to get us to fire at them so that they could 
discover our position. \’ortunately, none of my men fired. The next morning, 
that is, on 15 or 16 May, I divided me men into three teams and sent them to 
find water. One of the teams used a dog to lead the way to prevent the men 
from stepping on a mine. A short time later, I heard a loud explosion on the 
left side of the hill. I ordered one of the remaining operations teams to go 
see what had happened. Just after the; left, I heard a lot of firing. I was 
sure that they were engaged in a fire fight. I took the other team to go help. 
I couldn't bear to see my men being killed without trying to help then. 


But before I could reach the spot, men from the first team began returning. I 
was surprised and ordered my men to hurry and take cover. Then I heard sounds 
coming from behind a large tree behind me. I thought. it sounded like mortars 
and recoilless rifles. My men were running here and there. 


I tried to find out where the firing was coming from. I used a compass and 
ordered my men to radio for artillery support to knock out the mortars. After 
receiving confirmation, I was hit by shrapnel from a recoilless rifle round. I 
was wounded in the left arm, as was one of my men near me. If I had not been 
wearing a flack jacket, I would probably have been killed. 


I have to admit that the enemy troops are better and more experienced than us. 
It's difficult to conduct operations here, because it is difficult to maneuver 
in this kind of terrain. But if we are brave and aren't afraid to fight for 
our objectives, we will win. We have to be brave. But from what I have seen, I 
think that we are afraid to take risks and so we are at a disadvantage. 


11943 
CSO: 207/225 
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THAILAND 


OPINION MAKERS CONTINUE ATTACKS AGAINST COPYRIGHT LAW 
Foreign Minister: U.S. Bullies Thailand 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 27 May 87 pp 1, 16 


[Excerpts] Mr Michai Wirawaithaya, the spokesman attached to the Office of the 
Prime Minister, said that before taking up the agenda of the 26 May cabinet 
meeting, Gen Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, distributed copies of a 
telegram received from Mr Asa Sarasin, the Thai ambassador to the United 
States, to the cabinet members present. 


Mr Michai said that Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, the minister of 
foreign affairs, told those at the meeting that before coming to the cabinet 
meeting, he had talked with reporters about this matter. He is now waiting for 
Mr Asa to return and provide him with the latest information on the situation 
in the United States and on the views of various interest groups there and to 
give him his views on what should be done. 


A reporter asked why no details have been provided on the cabinet's resolution 
toallow tie copyright law to be revised. Mr Michai said that this matter must 
be studie! further by the political parties. The day that the cabinet passed 
this resolution, he recevied an order to make only a very short statement 
about this. The statement that he was given was only seven lines long. He 
expanded this to 13 lines. This is because this has not been studied by the 
coordinating committee or the political parties. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is ready to explain the matter tc each of the political parties. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, the minister of defense, said that he has 
ordered the Minister of Defense to compile information in simple, 
understandablelanguage for distributica to the people and the mass media. Mr 
Asa Sarasin, the Thai ambassador to the United States, will return to Thailand 
on 1 or 2 June. Next week, he will give a report on television. Mr Phachon 
Isarasanao, the under secretary of foreign affairs, and Mr Danai Dulalampha, 
the director-general of the Economic Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
will make statements, too. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi said that Thailand has enjoyed the GSP [General 


System of Preferences] for more than 10 years. There have been problems 
concerning the copyright law since 1978. Thailand has been a member along with 
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76 other countries. The United States is taking measures against Thailand 
because the U.S. economy is presently in trouble. He said that he has reduced 
the problem greatly. &xamples are the Farm Act and the Jenkins Bill. In 1985, 
the ministries of commerce and foreign affairs negotiated with the United 
States, which made six damands, claiming that there should be free and fair 
trade. They made demands concerning six things: the copyright law, the 
soybean problem, the trade law, patents, an agricultural tax, and so on. 
Thailand established a committee composed of representatives from seven-eight 
ministries to discuss these matters. It was agreed to give rights to the 
United States on three of the issues. 





"It was felt that if we didn't give the United States anything, the GSP would 
be restricted. Because in 1985, Thailand's use of its GSP rights totaled $245 
Million. And in 1986 this increased 49 percent to $357 million, which is 
almost 10 billion baht. The committee gave away as little as it could. That 
is, it gave in to the United States on the copyright issue, which meant 
increasing the number and giving the United States the same rights as the 76 
countries to which we had given rights. We also made concessions on the 
soybean problem by agreeing to change the tariff collection system and 
trademarks, said Air Chief Marshal Sitthi. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi said that during the latest round of negotiations, in 
which Mr Danai and Mr Asa negotiated with American officials, our negotiators 
informed the United States about these three concessions and it was satisfied. 
But the United States is still asking for cigarette rights, which Thailand 
has refused to give. It has also asked for drug patents. Thailand claims that 
the Thai people are very poor and that this would have a great effect on them. 
But copyrights will be given. As for the problem of the Thai-U.S Treaty of 
Friendship, which states that Thailand must give copyrights to the United 
States, the period in which that treaty was made must be considered. We must 
consider whether this violates the cons vitution. He said that he did not want 
to comment on this treaty. But he confirmed that Thailand will make only the 
three concessions mentioned above. If we don't, the United States will cancel 
the remaining 8-1/2 years of the GSP granted to Thailand. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi said that ASEAN has already revised the copyright 
law, and Thailand will be able to do this for the United States in 6 months. 
This will mean revising the law to give just one more country, the United 
States, copyrights. As for whether this will cover computer software, that is 
for a court, a Thai court to decide. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi said that if Thailand does not revise this law, it 
will los«e benefits. The United States has canceled the GSP for Taiwan and 
Korea. Besides this, it would use Article 301 of the Trade Law to implement 
retaliatory tariffs. Thailand has already been slapped with such tariffs on 
steel pipe and tuna products. The U.S. government claims that this action was 
taken by the U.S. Congress. If Thailand revises the copyright law, this will 
give us a chance to expand our markets, because Taiwan and Korea have already 
had their rights cut. If Thailand's GSP rights are reduced, we won't be able 
to compete against other countries. There will be labor problems in the 
textile industry. 














"If they become angry, they can make things difficult for us. Are we going to 
declare an economic war against them? We can do that. I won't say anything. 
And it won't be only the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that is involved. The 
matter has been discussed by the cabinet. Two changes were discussed. But I am 
responsible for this. As for the Friendship Treaty that we signed with the 
United States, will Thailand abide by the terms of the treaty? If we don't, we 
will be the one to lose. What happens then depends on whether this passes. But 
we can make changes to make things proper and protect our national interests," 
said Air Chief Marshal Sitthi. 


A reporter asked about the fact that the American embassy stated that the GSP 
has nothing to do with revising the copyright law. Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Said that they are related. The United States is using a new trade law to put 
pressure on Thailand. This will have a great effect. 


"If we don't do this for the United States, they might demand damages equal to 
the value of the GSP rights that we have enjoyed. And markets for these goods 
are not easy to find. I am not a slave of the United States. Why wasn't 
anything said when I got into an argument with the United States on the Fara 
Act or the vote on the Libyan matter? I have always done things based on 
Thailand's policy. The United States has said that I seldom vote in their 
favor. The truth is, I am willing to give the United States only 70 percent." 


The reporter asked about the attitude of the other government parties that 
oppose this. Air Chief Marshal Sitthi said that because we are all in the same 
boat, we must cooperate in maintaining the political agreements. He said that 
he didn't want to say any more about this. But he repeated that this is not ax 
exchange. These are negotiations. It depends on whether or not Thailand wants 
a confrontation or trade war with the United States. 


Editorial Backs Law with Reservation 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 25 May 87 p 4 
[Editorial: "Think About National Interests" ] 


[Excerpts] Efforts are being made to revise the Copyright Act, a matter that 
is in the news these days, because people don't know the facts and because 
certain people who have been affected by the marketing of products protected 
by this law are trying to protect their trade interests. The Copyright Act is 
not being revised just in order to please the United States. By royal decree, 
this will be turned into a law that applies to countries that have bilateral 
relations with Thailand. 


Actually, Thailand has been using the Copyright Act for many years without 
encountering any problems. But when the United States asked that copyright 
protection be expanded, many people voiced opposition and criticized this. 
This is because there are many goods that could affect the interests of 
domestic producers and distributors. 


Textiles are Thailand's primary products on U.S. markets, because they earn 
the most money. The trade activities of most of these people could be 


95 














adversely affected if the government does not revise the Copyright Act so that 
things are fair for the countries that have bilateral relations with Thailand. 
Even though the Ministry of Commerce is trying to expand markets in other 
countries in order to avoid the effects, this is difficult, because the United 
States is a huge open market for many types of Thai goods, and Thai goods are 
well known. 


Thus, now that the government has submitted the matter of revising the 
Copyright Act to parliament, MPs must consider this matter very carefully. 
They must obtain data and consider how this will affect people in general. 
They must not worry about the negative impact that this will have on a few 
people or think about what they stand to gain by opposing and blocking the 
revision of this act. 


Columnist: U.S. is ‘Spent Force' Economically 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 15 May 87 p 3 


(Right Wing column by Masuk Suankhwanpin: "The Copyright Act, for Whose 
Benefit?" ] 


{Text] Many years ago, Thailand became a member of the Berne Convention on 
copyright protection. Many of the then underdeveloped or developing countries 
realized what this meant and refused to become members of this convention. One 
example is Japan. Japan copied everything it could. After its defeat in the 
world war, Japan knew that it had to make itself the equal of the Western 
countries. It developed some things on its own and copied others. Japan was 
not about to let the Westerners be the only ones to grow wealthy. 


The Japanese translated textbooks, books on art, and literary works. They 
read and studied these books until they knew just as much as the Westerners. 
They then began developing things on their own using modern technology 
obtained from the West. Japan wrote textbooks on everything. 


The Japanese government refused to abide by the agreements of the Western 
countries, which were already developed countries and which frequently 
exploited others. Japan refused because it was concerned about Japan and the 
Japanese people. It placed Japan's interests above all else. 


Go and look. The countries that are members of the Berne Convention are mostly 
developed Western countries. The underdeveloped countries that are members are 
"slave" countries that had no other choice. 


However, the United States, a huge country that has prospered from modern 
science, did not become a member of this convention. At that time, the United 
States did not have much sympathy for the underdeveloped countries, which is 
still true today. Another thing is that it wants to be "loved" and meddle in 
the politics of poor countries. But the poor countries have themselves gone to 
the United States and asked it to tie the noose around their heads. This is 


very strange. 








Today, the United States is a spent force. It picks up what scraps it can 
around the world. As for the copyrignt matter, the United States cannot take 
action against Thailand, because it is not a member of this convention. 
However, as friendly countries, the United States and Thailand do have a 
Special agreement with each other. The United States has asked the Thai 
government and ministries to apply the agreements in the Berne Convention to 
the United States, too. It wants copyright protection to apply to countries 
that have special agreements with the United States. The Thai government has 
complied. This is dismaying. 


The Thai government has submitted a revised act concerning copyrights on 
literary works, art works, musical compositions, tapes, and video recordings, 
and this has been approved by the cabinet. This was done for the direct 
benefit of the United States. The United States will benefit while many Thai 
will suffer losses. Thai whose business activities concern tapes, videos, and 
musical compositions and Thai consumers will suffer. Thai who are involved in 
publishing and translating literary works, art books, and textbooks and Thai 
who read these books will suffer. In the future, children of school age will 
have fewer opportunities to read and learn about modern arts and science. 


From what has been said above, it is clear whose interests our government has 
at heart. Dear MPs, please consider this matter carefully. Isn't the Prem 
government trying to preserve the "agreements" in order to benefit another 
country? 


Columnist Assails Copyright Changes 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 18 May 87 p 3 
{Good Morning column by Mankon Halep: "We Are Their Slave"] 


[Text] I once mentioned that the new millionaires in the United States belong 
to just a few professions. Those are: 1. oil, 2. banking, 3. real estate, and 
4. publishing. 


A very lucrative profession in the United States today is the publishing 
business. That seems very strange. Because people in Thailand remember the 
words "poor writers." 


The reason why publishing is very lucrative in the United States is that 
many important people from around the world have fled there. If a person is 
well-known in society and flees to the United States, he doesn't need any 
money. People will contact him. He will be provided with a team of writers, 
who will know more than he does about what is happening in his country. 


For example, suppose that you are the prime minister of a country named 
Sarakhan and that you encounter problems and have to flee to the United States 
temporarily. Someone will contact you and ask you to write a book entitled "My 
Seven Years as Prime Minister of Sarakhan" or "My Wonderful Life Before | Was 
Toppled." 
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Such books sell very well in the United States. Suppose that each book sells 
for $2. If 10 million copies are sold, that is $20 million, or 500 million 
baht. 


You are named as the author. Bv* actually, you don't have to write anything. 
Others will write everything for you. They will use your name. They know more 
about what happened before you fled than you do. All you have to do is help 
check the manuscript and make revisions. 


Such pocketbooks sell remarkably well in the United States. The author, or 
person who supposedly wrote the autobiography, is paid a percentage of the 
total sales. For example, if an author receives 10 percent of the sales, his 
commission is 50 million baht on sales of 500 million baht. Thai have become 
rich from translating and selling these types of books. An example is "Loss of 
the Country” by Nguyen Cao Ky. But Thai will no longer be able to translate 
and sell these books here because of the copyright cost, or intellectual 
property charge. The cabinet has raised the white flag. It gave in to thea 
last Tuesday. From now on, no one will translate books from the United States, 
because they can't pay the copyright charge. "Translating" by Mr Bunmak 
Phromphuai will have to be used to translate books from China or Japan. Or we 
may have to stop this altogether. 


Americans have become wealthy from publishing books. But here, Thai will just 
remain poor. There will not be any intellectual fare for Thai to read. We will 
have to bow our heads and be their slaves. 


I will continue to fight this. If parliament promulgates this law, we will 
have to appeal to the Revolutionary Council. 


Editorial Blasts U.S. 


Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 20-26 Ma, 87 p 6 


{Editorial: "The Intellectual Property Law (Again), Will We Take the Candy or 
Fight the Cowboys?" ] 


[Excerpts] The U.S. government, through the U.S. Trade Committee (U.S.-ITC), 
is trying to pressure the Thai government into accepting the intellectual 
propertylaw and revising the copyright and patent laws in order to facilitate 
protecting American technological interests and goods in Thailand. This is an 
economic-political news item that has been of great interest to certain 
interest groups in Thai society during the past 2 months. And based on reports 
from high-level sources in business circles, there is a very strong 
possibility that the cabinet and Gen Prem will accept this law in principle. 
It is said that they will do this in exchange for trade benefits worth $300 
million under the U.S. general system of preferences (U.S. GSP) to be granted 
to Thai goods. 


It is known that during the Ist and 2d quarters of this year, the U.S. economy 
encountered several problems and that this forced the Reagan administration 
and Congress to seek ways to retaliate against trade competitors who had 
disturbed American trade stability. Using protectionist policies as the 
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"leading flag" in solving the internal economic problems of the United States 
is characteristic of the Reagan administration's style of economic management 
under pressure from Congress. It seems that they are gore concerned about 
political votes than free-trade agreements, which U.S. officials harp on 
constantly throughout the world. The cowboy culture is much gore evident that 
liberal culture. This is deeply embedded in the American psyche. In 
particular, the cowboy culture becomes even more clear when it is used with 
smaller countries such as Thailand. 


The cowboy culture to which we are referring here includes three things that 
the United States is using to attack the Thai government and the governments 
of other developing countries: 


The United States has promulgated a trade law known as the Omnibus Trade Bill, 
which is a protectionist law aimed at third-world and newly-developed 
countries. 


The United States is pressuring the Thai government to accept the ratification 
of the U.S. law on intellectual property and revise the Thai copyright, 
trademark, and patent laws. This would facilitate providing perganent 
protection for American goods in Thailand. 


The United States is pressuring the Thai government to eliminate the legal 
conditions that pose an obstacie to the free trade of soybean meal from the 
United States. 


U.S. officials cite at least three reasons for carrying on these three 
cowboy-type activities: 


To ensure fairness in the international trade agreements accepted by the 
civilized countries of the world. 


To maintain U.S. rights vis-a-vis Thailand in the GSP systes. 


To protect the rights and interests of American businesses, which are being 
assailed and whose ideas are being stolen by trade competitors throughout the 
world. 


Looking at the effects of accepting the U.S. intellectual property law, it can 
be seen that both the copyright and patent laws will affect the fate of the 
people and the structure of production here. The ones who will benefit from 
these laws will be the producers (the American multinational corporations). 
It's true that there will be product protection guaranties. But they will also 
be in a position to set prices. It will not be the Thai government, the 
producers, or the traders who suffer. Rather, it is the consumers, who lack 
bargaining power, who will suffer. 


The Thai government has only two things that it can do in managing the 
country's economy. It can accept the candy offered by the cowbeys or it can 
grab a pistol and fight them. We feel that Thai officials mus, consider the 
laws on an individual basis using the following two criteria: 
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The laws tnat are enacted gust not affect fairness with respect to consumption 
by the people in the country. 


The laws that are enacted must not interfere with the self-reliance type 
developgent of the private enterprises in the country, which are the gain 
production gechanismz of the Thai economic structure. 


Any revision of the copyright, trademark, and patent laws in accord with the 
intentions of the intellectual property law, which the United States is 
pressuring us to accept, must be based on the two criteria mentioned above. We 
feel that Thailand gust take bold action and not fear any influence. 
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RIVAL STUDENT GROUPS' POLITICS; LEADER INTERVIEWED 


Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 29 Apr-5 May 87 pp 17-19 


{Unattributed report: "Student Federation of Thailand Versus the National 
Student Council: Target Is To Gain the Initiative and Divide") 


(Text] Amidst the confusion in the present political situation, there is also 
confusion in the student movement, whose center is the Student Federation of 
Thailand (SFT). The confusion that has arisen among people in gereral and 
among the students stems from the fact that there is a new group, called the 
National Student Council, that has distributed leaflets several times during 
the past several sgonths. 


These leaflets, which have been issued in the name of the dational Student 
Council, make it quite clear that this group supports the views of Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RTA CINC, with respect to what he has said about a 
revolution. This is what has caused confusion among the people. Because while 
the National Student Council has issued these leaflets, the student sovesent 
under the leadership of the SFT has engaged in activities opposing the views 
of Gen Chawalit and even issued a statement to the effect that the SFT does 
not accept these views or recognize this group. It has stated that it will not 
recognize any student organization that gay be formed in the future regardless 
of whether it is the Wational Student Council, the WNational Student 
Organization, or the National Youth and Student Union. It has called on this 
group to stop interfering and to stop trying to organize a student 
organization to engage in political activities in opposition to the SFT, which 


is confusing the people. 


A news source who is close to and who is involved with the students told KHAO 
PHISET that those who call themselves the National Student Council began 
carrying on activities approximately 3-4 sonths ago. They agree with the idea 
of establishing a People's Council, which was proposed by Mr Prasoet 
Sapsunthon, the leader of the Labor Democracy Party. This student council is 
just part of the plan to gain the initiative and divide the student sovement. 
Such activities have been carried on widespreadly among the people in various 
provinces. This is in accord with the report about the sovesents of the 
"Revolutionary Council" that KHAO PHISET published in the last issue. 
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The news source also said that in an attempt to persuade students to support 
this view, people from the "Revolutionary Council® or "National Council" 
talked with certain students and groups and converted them to this view. They 
then established the National Student Council. They hold meetings at a house 
on Sasana Lane. Moreover, some of the students who have been persuaded have 
made statements that clearly show that they are enemies of the student 
movement. That is, they have said that the "Student Council will oppose the 
SFT in every way possible." 


Mr Aphichat Khagdet, the present secretary general of the SFT, talked with 
KHAO PHISET about this gatter. He said that he doesn't want to criticize 
those students who allowed themselves to be persuaded. People hold a variety 
of opinions. People are free to believe what they want. But he said that he 
does blame those behind this, whom he identified as certain soldiers. He said 
that they are trying to destroy the student movement and confuse the people. 
Mr Aphichat said that he is sure that Mr Prasoet's idea of establishing a 


People's Council is in response to the views of Big Chiu. 


As for responding or correcting the image that people have of the students, 
the secretary general of the SFT said that the SFT will not respond in any 
way. "We will let our actions speak for themselves." An SFT statement confirms 
that the SFT is committed to gaintaining parliagentary demzocracy in the 
interests of the majority of the people. 


Let's take a look at the student sovemgent today. Recently, there has been 
great tension between the political institution and the gilitary instituti«n. 
It can be said that during this period, the students have beer the only 
democratic power group to come forward in defense of the democratic systes. 
There is now much discussion about which direction democracy will take. This 
began when thahan phran irregulars surrounded the home of MR [royal 
title--FBIS] Khukrit Pramot. Representatives from the SFT went and presented 
flowers to both MR Knukrit and Gen Chawalit as a sign of their sincerity. And 
they wrote a letter asking the military to take responsibility for what had 
happened. Then there was the incident that took place in front of parliament 
on the day that the gotion to hold a no-confidence debate on the entire 
cabinet was defeated because 15 MPs withdrew their nages. The students had 
supported holding this no-confidence debate. 


To show their support for democracy, the students held a sarch carrying black 
wreaths with the words "For the Traitorous MPs." They gsarched from parliament 
to the Democracy Monument, where they held a debate strongly attacking the 15 
MPs and burned the wreaths. That evening, the students held another debate 
attacking the MPs who had withdrawn their names, the administration, the priae 
sinister, and those who had engineered the defeat of the gotion, that is, the 
military. About 2,000 people listened to this debate, which was held at Sanam 


Luang. 


Ekkachai Ekkahankagon, the secretary general of the Labor Confederation of 
Thailand, talked with KHAO PHISET about the attitude of the students that day. 
He said that the “students are quite pure. They love democracy very such. What 
they did was right." However, Mr Ekxachai is concerned about the fragmentation 
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of the student govement. This has weakened the students, and they are not 
getting the attention that they deserve. 


The secretary general of the SFT frankly adagitted that there are gore students 
who share the same views than is generally thought. But their full powe~, or 
potential, has not been used. This is a problem that sust be solved. However, 
the secretary general of the SFT said that no single individual can think 
about every issue. fhus, getting the students to cooperate on gatters in which 
they are not very interested will take time. "People have different interests. 
There are some politicial issues in ~aich few people are interested. But sany 
people are interested in issues concerning the aj litary.* 


In his capacity as the secretary general of che SfT this year, Mr Aphichat 
said confidently that the SFT will try to coordinate the activities of the 
student groups and other power groups outside parliament, such as labor groups 
and private organizations. In his view, it's tise for all pro-democratic power 
groups, not just the students, to show a sense of responsibility and work 


together. 
Interview with Aphichat Khamdet, the secretary general of the SFT 


[Question] When did you first begin to play a role in the student sovement in 
the SFT? 


[Answer] In 198%. That was when I became a member of the SFT's central 
committee. At that tise, I was attending the King Monkut's Institute of 
Technology, North Bangkok campus. I served as the executive committee sember 
for public relations. In 1985 I joined the staff. In ‘986 I served as the 
executive committee seaber for regional coordination. Today, I ag the 
secretary general of the SFT. We held an election on 28 March and I becase 
secretary general effective 1 April. I am now a student a Raskhashaeng 
University. 


[Question] Based on your association with the SFT, how strong do you think the 
student govement is and how unified is it today? 


(Answer) In general, I think that things have laproved since I first becase 
involved in 198%. Today, we have 11 central and regional university student 
organizations that share sigilar ideas. There are also independent 
organizations at the various universities that are ready to cooperate with us. 
This includes groups that are already members of the SFT and those that are in 
the process of joining the SFT. I think that there is rather close 
coordination between these organizations and that they are cooperating well 
with each other. It oust be admitted, however, that the student sovesent is 
composed of gany groups. There are other groups besides the SFT, including 
Buddhist groups and sociel development groups. I view all of these as part of 
the student sovemen’t. Each group has its own policy about carrying on 
activities. But oversi:, these groups shere the same views and have the same 
goal. That is, we all want to preserve democracy and protect the interests of 
the majority of the people. 
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[Question] Today, it seems as if there is a great difference of opinion among 
students. A studen*. sovement known as the National Student Council has deen 


formed. What is really happening? 


[Answer] We admit that there is a variety of ideas. They have the right to 
think what they want. I am not criticizing them for this. But I do blame those 
who are in back of this, that is, the siiitary. The National Student Council 
is a power group that shares the RTA CINC's views on social! revolution. Their 
views are completely at odds with ours with respect to preserving 
parliasgentary degocracy. In sy view, we can continue to carry on political 
activities within the parliamentary system. At the same time, we do not agree 
with the gsilitary'’s views about a presidium. In sucha system, there is no 
way to check things. Certain military groups want to use the National Student 
Council to put pressure on students without the silitary having to do so 
directly. Instead, they will use these people. 


[Question] In the present situation, there is the feeling that the students 
are attacking the gilitary rather openly. What do the students really think 
about the silitary? 


[Answer] We respect the professional soldiers, because they are doing their 
duty and serving the country. But we don't respect the political soldiers, who 
meddle in politics even though their duty is to carry out silitary tasks. 
These soldiers frequently claisa that they love their country. But their 
actions have been at odds with their words. They may have good intentions. But 
we don’t believe that their acticas will bDenefit the country. They have talked 
about turning the northeast green within 5 years and selling rice for the 
fargers. Anyone can say that. But can they really do that? da are firmly 
opposed to soldiers having political power. 


[Question] Some people in the government have said that students are part of 
the communist party's front. What do you think about this? 


{Answer] (Laughs) I think that they are trying to smear the students. Whenever 
students disagree with the government or take a position that is different 
from that of the silitary, they view us as the enegy and portray us as 
copgunists. Thet say have been the case 10 years ago. Note that I used the 
word "gay." Sut that is certainly not the case today. Why? Because we know 
that that won't work. It can’t give us an answer. 


[Question] As a student, is there anything that you would like to add? 


{Answer) In teres of the responsibility shared by the various democratic power 
groups, there should be greater cooperation. Students aren't the only ones 
involved. Recently, the democratic forces have declined, because they haven't 
shown any interest in each other. I would like them to show greater interest. 
Today, the main enemics of the democratic sovement are the political soldiers. 
Regardless of the form, we cannot accept this. Sometiaes, we have to accept 
ligitations in expressing ourselves. Everyone should have dreams about a 
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better future. Even though those dreams might not come true in this lifetime, 
they may come true during the lifetime of the next generation. Thus, everyone 
should think and dream and not lose heart. Even though the new form of society 
has not yet crystallized, we must eliminate the military from politics as 
soon as possible. 
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EDITORIAL: PREM SHOULD STAND FOR ELECTION 


Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in Thai 1-16 May 87 p 2 
{Editorial: "The Choices of Gen Prem") 


(Excerpt ] Gen Prem has been prime minister for more than 7 years. But he has 
not stood for election even once even though he has had many chances. With 
respect to the election following Prem's decision to dissolve parliament, 
besides showing who--the administration or parliament--acted in accord with 
the wishes of the people, that election also promoted the principle of 
administration in a political party systen. 





In view of the fact that Gen Prem has refused to run for election or joina 
political party, with his only desire being to serve as rrime minister, it's 
only normal te wonder how much popular support he has. The praise and 
criticism that he gets cannot be used to measure his popularity. And the 
pro-government political parties are not viewed as real representatives of the 
people. This is because these MPs never told the people in advance that if 
elected, they planned to support Gen Prem for the position of prime minister. 
Conversely, the opposition parties cannot be used to measure how dissatisfied 
the people are with Gen Prem, because they did not announce their opposition 
to Gen Prem in advance. And many of these people were members of previous Prem 
administrations. The reason they are now members of the opposition is that Gen 
Prem did not bring them into the administration. 


However, the fact that Gen Prem has been prime minister so long has begun to 
shake the confidence of the people, who once had great hopes for democracy in 
Thailand. Thus, if Gen Prem wants to remain prime minister, we feel that he 
should dissolve parliament and run for a seat in parliament. If he doesn't 
want to be prime minister, he should resign aad get out of politics so that 
people don't view him as someone who is blocking democracy, which is already 
the view of some people. 
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BACKGROUND TO FURTHER F16 PURCHASE DISCUSSED 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 7 May 87 pp 30, 31 


(Unattributed report: "A Stir at Dong Muang Today: Purchase of Another Eight 
F16 Aircraft "Breaks" Both A7 Aircraft and Air Chief Marshal"] 


[Text] Three years ago, we wanted to purchase a multipurpose fighter aircraft 
in order to bolster the combat strength of our air force. The F5 E/F aircraft 
that we had was no match for the aircraft used by Vietnamese forces, which the 
Soviet Union had equipped with modern Mig 23 aircraft. And they planned to 
deliver additional Mig 21 aircraft to Laos and Cambodia. This would have 
changed the ratio, which was already 1:4, even more in their favor. Thus, in 
an attempt to find an aircraft equivalent to the Mig 23, we began looking at 
the F16 A/B built by General Dynamics and the F20 Tiger Shark. The discussions 
by the air force and the arguments about this grew very heated. This was 
viewed as a major issue, and it reached the point were Gen Athit Kamlangek, 
the then supreme commander, had to step in and make a decision on this. 


On 20 April, an additional number of fighter aircraft were purchased. But 
this did not make the headlines this time, because the discussions were 
carried on very quietly and Air Chief Marshal Praphan Thupatemi, the RTAF 
CINC, made a very speedy decision to purchase an additional eight F16 A/B 
aircraft. 


Purchase Directly Without Agent 


This new shipment of eight F16 A/B aircraft are being purchased directly from 
the producer, that is, General Dynamics in the United States, without going 
through an agent in Thailand and without using the government-to-government 
purchasing system. These aircraft have been purchased at a price of $35 
million each, or approximately 910 million baht. 


The original order was for 16 F16 A/B aircraft to be delivered in 1988. 
Subsequently, plans were made to purchase an additional four aircraft for 
delivery in 1990. But when the baht was devalued in 1985, these plans had to 
be abandoned. That is, there was enough money to purchase only 12 aircraft 
because of the decline in the value of the baht. In the wake of this, Gen 
Athit Kamlangek appeared on television and criticized the government. Thus, 
this purchase of an additional eight F16 aircraft will bring the number up to 
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the original number planned, that is, 20. If the baht had not been devalued at 
that time, we would have been able to purchase 16 aircraft and an additional 4 
aircraft later oa instead of having to order another 8 aircraft as was done on 
20 April. The original delivery schedule will probably be adhered to, that is, 
12 aircraft will be delievered at the beginning of next year and the other 8 
will be delivered in 1990. Thus, the purchase of this multipurpose fighter 
aircraft has proceeded as originally planned. 


Have To Grin and Bear It 


A news source in the air force said that in deciding to purchase an additional 
eight F16 A/B aircraft, the air force has not requested any additional funds. 
It is using money from its budget to purchase these aircraft. It will pay the 
producer in installments just as in the case of the first 12 aircraft. Having 
to pay for these aircraft in installments without any special budget 
allocation is something that the air force will just have to grin and bear. 
That is, it will take a long time to get used to having to allocate budget 


funds to pay for these aircraft. 


One thing that is clear is that now that the decision has been made to 
purchase these F16 aircraft, it will be difficult to purchase mid-size 
transport aircraft to replace the C47 and C123 aircraft as planned. We can't 
purchase fighter aircraft and transport aircraft at the same time. We will 
have to continue using those aircraft, such as the C123 aircraft, that can 
still fly. Fighter aircraft, particularly multipurpose, high performance 
aircraft that can be used as fighter, intercept, and attack aircraft, are much 
more important. 


Taking a Deeper Look 


Our news source said that even though the purchase of another eight F16 
aircraft to raise the total number to 20 is in accord with the original plan, 
there is also another "deep" issue at Don Muang. That is, the purchase 
of mid-size transport aircraft is the project of a “senior person." Action has 
been taken, and the matter has almost been "completed." But now that the 
decision to purchase these additional F16 aircraft has been made in order to 
bring the total number to 20 in accord with the original plan, this means that 
money earmarked for the purchase of aircraft will have to be used to pay for 
the F16 aicraft and that the purchase of the transport aircraft will probably 
have to be postponed, because the funds available are insufficient to purchase 
both types of aircraft simultaneously. 


"The program to purchase transport aircraft is definitely in trouble, because 
there is not enough money. Another view is that this has solved a problem. 
Because the purchase of these transport aircraft was posing problems. The 
image presented was not very good. The "racetrack" of the merchants was quite 
open. At the same time, the senior poeple in the air force all had different 
views. LAK THAI described the situation correctly when it said that the ‘wind 
has shifted direction,'" said a senior news source at Dong Muang. 
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"Beyond" Rather Than "Deep" 


LAK THAI has also been told that the purchase of F16 A/B aircraft is an old 
matter, with additional aircraft purchased to bring the number up to the 
planned number of 20 and with the first 12 to be delivered next year. The 
purchase of the additional eight aircraft should not pose any problem, because 
this is part of the old program and does not require further discussion. One 
reason given for having to speed up the purchase of these aircraft is that if 
this is delayed, the price will increase. But another reason is that 
three F5 A aircraft crashed during the fighting at Chong Bok. As a result, we 
are short on fighter aircraft and must quickly purchase new aircraft in accord 
with the program. 


"As for purchasing additional F16 A/B aircraft to bring the number up to 20 in 
accord with the plan, after the first 12 aircraft were purchased, it was said 
that the purchase of additional aircraft would have to be reconsidered and 
that the additional aircraft did not have to be F16 A/B aircraft. This is 
subject to change as appropriate. There are frequent changes in flying circles 
and so the original plan should not be adhered to. One senior person in the 
air force supported purchasing A7 aircraft. This is a surperb aircraft for 
short-range operations within a small area such as Thailand. The U.S. National 
Guard air forces (not the U.S. Air Force) is now using this aircraft. This is 
more an air-to-ground attack aircraft than an air-to-air aircraft. That is, it 
is not as effective in engaging enemy aircraft. Initially, it was not thought 
that any more F16 A/B aircraft would be purchased. It was thought that we 
would purchase only the 12 Fi6s already ordered. Because the A7 had made a 
very strong impression,” said the high-level news source to LAK THAI. He added 
that when the decision was made to revive the old program and purchase 
additional F16 Aircraft, the idea of purchasing A7 aircraft instead of F16 
aircraft was crushed immediately. And those at Don Muang know who was crushed. 


"This has created quite a stir, because it has crushed two other programs. 
That is, we can’t purchase transport aircraft. Our budget is limited and so we 
can't purchase both at the same time. The purchase of transport aircraft will 
have to wait. Also, it has been decided to purchase aircraft based on the 
original plan, that is, we will purchase F16 A/B aircraft. We will not 
purchase a new type of aircraft as some wanted,” said the high-level news 
source from Don Muang in conclusion. 
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